lUbin survives no-confidence motions 

TEL AW (AJ two-week-old govcranent Mowtay easily 

^flawed its first ch allenge, five wwonfidence motions submmed jo 
^tamern topnrtmc^onj^ 
a#'** Q Ik^/ < S^ d- 12 0-nicmbcx 

*e raotwos with a vote of 59-48, after four-and-a-hatf boun of debate 
No<ocfideoce motions are a common tool hi Israefi politics, but it w» 
cswsuaJ to have such a vote so soon after the formation of a new 
had thoughtabout wafting 100 days,^^*^ 
to allow *e government to formulate its policy,” legislator Moshe Katzzv 
.rfOien^t-wing Likud Ifcrtkm of former Prime ?SterVitzhak Shamir 
A*! the pfcnum. But this government (fidn’t bold doe serious debate on 
these issues ... and instead it hurried u> make politicalxoocesskHis. and 
a 8°«J ****** »«* «pte» no confidence,'’ Mr. Katzav said. 
Add^Rduvam Zeevi of the far-right Moledet Party. “This government 
oniered. the stop of settlement construction in Judea, Samaria (West 
Beak) and Gaza, ... this government is surrendering to Washington as if 
we were an A m e ri can protectorate."” 
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Lebanese premier visits France 

PARIS (R) — Lebanese Prime Minister Rashid A! Solh and a ministerial 
team arrived in Paris on Monday, seeking aid to strengthen the army and 
rebmh a country devastated by civil war. Mr. Sob, along with Defence 
Minister hOchd AJ Muir, Foreign Minister Fans Bouez, Finance Minister 
Asa’ad Dtab and A1 Fadl Chalak, bead of the government war 
reconsinicrion agency, were met at Oriy airport by Secretary of Stale for 
Francophone Affairs Catherine Tasca, officials said. France, which 
governed Lebanon from 1920 until independence in 1943, said last 
Monday that it hoped the general elections, Lebanon's first in 20 years, 
would take place under conditions winch made their results credible. The 
backed government set dates on Friday for three rounds of voting in 
August and September before Syrian troops are due to leave Beirut and 
other areas for eastern Lebanon. 


Price: Jordan 100 fib; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyab; UAE 1.50 dirhams 



Family appeals for 
release of Obeid 

JDJSHEET, Lebanon (R)— The 
children of Hezbollah (Party of 
God) cleric Sheikh Abdul Karim 
Obeid urged humanitarian 
groups on Monday to secure Iris 
release from an Israeli jail where 
he has been held for three -years. 
“To all humanitarian organisa- 
tions, we urge you to work for a 
solution to release our father. We 
appeal to your conscience to re- 
turn trim back to os as yon did for 
the Western hostages,” said a 
statement signed by ObekFs four 
children. “We ask you to act 
quickly to put an end to this 
i {sanitarian case ... we want to 
" avv with oar father the way chS- 
: dren of the world do,” it added. 

' Israeli commandos stormed 
'Sheikh Obeid ’s home in the 
southern Lebanese village of Jib- 
sheet and abducted him and two 
aides — Ahmad Obeid and 
HashemF&hs — on July 28,1989. 

Iran turns back 
graffiti train 

•NICOSIA (R) — Iran has turned 
back a Pakistani passenger train 
> at the border because of anti- 
Shiite graffiti scribbled on the 
wagons by a rival sect. Border 
j guards at Zahedan in southeast 
Iran . turned back the train on 
. Saturday “because of anri-Islamic 
slogans scribbled inside and ont- 
i side the wagons by elements of 
- .^schismatic Wahhabi sect,” the 
Irmrian news agency IRNA said 
Monday. Hie passengers were 
sent by bus to their destinations, 
mostly Muslim shrines around 
Iran, it said. The agency quoted 
an “informed source” as saying 
Iran had decided to allow only 
graffiti-free trains inside its bor- 
ders after complaining to Pakis- 
tan about the problem several 
times in recent months. 

( Up to 400 died trying 
to flee East Germany* 

BONN (AP) — Investigators sus- 
• ** at least 350 people — twice 
the number previously 
documented — died trying to 
escape from communist East 
Germany, atop official said Mon- 
day. The actual number of border 
deaths could reach 400, said Man- 
fred Kittlaus, head of a special 
Berlin police unit that is investi- 
gating crimes by East Germany’s 
Stalinist leaders. German author- 
ities have documented 187 cases 
of people who died trying to 
escape over the Berlin Wall or 
across the former border. Most 
were shot by communist border 
guards. Some were ripped apart 
by land mines. Others drowned 
while trying to swim across the 
Baltic Sea to West Germany. 

2 policemen killed 
j^eouth Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — Muslim extrem- 
ists on Monday shot and killed 
two policemen guarding a gov- 
ernment building in a town in 
southern Egypt that has witnes- 
sed an upsurge in extremist vio- 
lence in recent months, police 
said. Police official said the attack 
occurred in Dairut, 300 
kilometres south of Cairo. The 
assailants fired shots from a car, 
kUfing the two guards on the spot. 
The sentries were stationed at a 
government rest bouse where 
officials from other regions stay 
while they are on official busi- 
ness.' Police said the a ssai lants 
fled the scene. This was the 
second attack in three days in- 
volving militants in Dairut. On 
Saturday, a sentry guarding a 
church in the town was shot and 
. wcHndcd. The assailants, who 
also escaped, were suspected ex- 
tremists. In May, 13 Christian 
Wore killed by Muslim extremists 
in a' row over property own- 
ership. 

SAS suspends Prague 
flights over Kurds 

PRAGUE (R) — Scandinavian 
Airlines (SAS) have suspended 
flights between Prague anji 
Cope nhage n until diplomats de-r 
cide which country will accept IB 
Iraqi Kurdish refugees stranded 
at Prague airport, the airline said 
Monday. Flights were suspended 
after Czechoslovak authorities on 
•3§^0day refused to clear a SAS 
flight hntecc its crew flew the 13 
Kurdsback to Copenhagen. “The 
dedson to suspend our. flights is 
a purely economic one-,** .SAS’ 
Czechoslovak director Jiri 
Matousek told Reuters. 


Uproar in House 
as debate begins on 
‘corruption’ findings 

Deliberations to resume next week 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A heated debate 
broke out Monday at the Lower 
House of Parliament as deputies 
discussed whether to indict for- 
mer Prime Minister Zeid Rifai 
and former ministers Mahmoud 
Hawamdeh (public works) and 
Hanna Oudeh (finance) on 
charges of alleged misuse of au- 
thority which led to mismanage- 
ment of public funds in a multi- 
millxon dollar highway- construc- 
tion contract. The four-hour ses- 
sion ended without any dear re- 
sult and the discussions will con- 
tome next Monday. 

The House's Investigations 
Committee presented the House 
with a report of its findings on the 
three officials* alleged involve- 
ment in contracting an Indian 
company to construct a concrete 
highway linking A1 Jafir with A1 
Azraq at a cost of JD35 million in 
1987. The panel, especially estab- 
lished to investigate cases of cor- 
ruption in the Kingdom, argued 
that file construction of the high- 
way with concrete rather than 
asphalt cost the Kingdom an 
additional JD20 million and that 
there was enough ground- to sus- 
pect corruption in this case. 

* -In its report, the committee 
tries to establish, through docu- 
ments and affidavits from the 


suspects and other witnessess, 
that Mr. Hawamdeh went against 
the recommendations of several 
private and public committees to 
use asphalt in the construction of 
the highway rather than concrete 
and that Mr. Rifai and Mr. 
Oudeh colluded with him. The 
committee recommended that the 
House indict the three officials 
and refer them to a special court 
chaired by the speaker of the 
Upper House for trial. 

The court, known as the High- 
er Council, has among its mem- 
bers five senior judges and three 
senators. 

According to the Constitution, 
former as well as current minis- 
ters can be accused by the Lower 
House but can only be referred to 
trial by a two- thirds majority of 
the House. 

Jerash Deputy Hussein Mjalli, 
who is a member of the commit- 
tee, rejected the panel's findings 
as circumstantial evidence and 
(barged that “there are no com- 
ponents to substantiate a crime, 
and since there is no material 
evidence against the persons 
named in this case. I see no 
grounds for indictment. ” 

Mr. Mjalli was later blasted by 
deputies who maintained that tbik- 
parfiament was elected to weed 
out corruption in official circles 
and that “personal allegiances” 


Tension high in Algeria; 
Boudiaf guards arrested 


ALGIERS (AP) — Tension be- 
tween the government and Isla- 
mic fundamentalists continued to 
smolder Monday as a homemade 
bomb exploded near a police 
station in the Algiers neighbour- 
hood of Belcourt. 

Though no one claimed re- 
sponsibility for the bombing, it 
bore die hallmarks of a wave of 
attacks by fundamentalists on 
police and troops in retali tation 
fro a harsh crackdown on their 
movement. 

No one was injured in the 
bombing, which occurred in one 
of die capital’s fundamentalist 
strongholds. The attack followed 
a bombing early Saturday in A1 
Khroub, eastern Algeria, that left 
three people dead and several 
others injured. 

Bombs exploded last week at a 
mcraies theater in an Algiers sub- 
urb and at the capital’s main post 
office. No casualties were re- 
ported. 

The Front for Socialist Forces, 
a democratic opposition party, 
said. Monday that the a tt acks 
show that the. campaign to crash 


the fundamentalists has failed. 

“Repression is incapable, by 
itself, of resovling a problem that 
is eminently political,” a party 
communique said. 

State radio reported that 26 
people were placed in detention 
Sunday on unspecified charges in 
Djelfa, 200 kilometres south of 
Algiers, after dashes between 
fundamentalists and police Friday 
left one person dead and two 
injured. 

The latest bombing foflowed 
the arrest of commanders of 
Algeria’s presidential guard and 
special forces and eight others in 
connection with last month’s 
assassination of Mohammad 
Boudiaf, head of the ruling High 
State Council. 

A member of Mr. Boudiaf s 
guard already had been arrested 
as tire suspected assassin. 

Pro-g o ver n ment human-rights 
leader Rezag Bara, head of a 
commission investigating the kill- 
ing, said ina report submitted to 
the government Saturday that he 
doubted claims by the suspect 
that be acted alone. 


Iran offers financial and 
technical help to Sudan 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iran will 
provide and financial 

assistance for ofl exploration in 
Sudan, Tehran Radio reported 
Monday. 

A Sudanese delegation, 
beaded by Suleyman Mohammad 
Suleyman, a member of bis coun- 
try’s ruling Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council, and Rahim Ham- 
di, minister of finance and plan- 
ning, was in Tehran to boost ties 
between the two countries. 

Oil-rich Iran has found im- 
poverished Sudan to be fertile 
ground for its fundamentiist Isla- . 
mic revolution. 

Western intelligence agencies 

have said Tehran is providing train- 
ing for Sudan’s armed forces, and 
that it intends to use Khartoum as 
a base for activities aimed at 
exporting its revolution to other 
parts of Africa. 

The Iranians have denied those 
claims . 

Tehran Radio said Iran’s oil 
minister, Ghotemreza Aqazadeh, 
met with Mr. Rahim and Mr. 
Suleyman Monday, and express- 
ed his Connery’s readiness to help 
Sudan in oil exploration and drill- 
ing. ... 

He said an Iranian technical 
team had found recoverable oil 


reserves in Sudan, adding that a 
joint team should review the legal 
and technical aspects, and esti- 
mate the financial resources 
needed for further work. 

Mr. Hamdi said that up to 110 
mflHon barrels of recoverable oil 
reselves had been found in 
Sudan, and that one well now in 
operation was pumping 2,000 
barrels of oil per day. That 
volume could be increased by 
drilling more wells, he said. 

Mr. Rahim and Mr. Suleyman 
met with Iranian President 
Hasbenri Rafsanjani Sunday, and 
delivered a message from- 
Sudanese leader Omar Hassas AI 
Bashir. 

Tehran’s asisstance to Sudan 
has gone hand-in-hand with its 
efforts to broaden its ideological 
power base there. 

Iran began shifting its attention 
to Sudan ever since its power 
began to wane in Lebanon, its 
strongest overseas power base. ' 

Lebanon has regained a sembl- 
ance of normalcy ever since the 
end of its 15-year civil war in 
October 1990. 

Mr. Suleyman, who is also 
Sudan’s minister of culture, met 

(Contimed on page 5) 


should not interfere when the 
interests of the nation are being 
discussed. 

“It has become apparent to me 
after hearing the defence speech 
(from Mr. Mjalli) and the legal 
tactics which was read to us that 
the office boys in the Prime 
Ministry and the Ministry of Pub- 
lic Works are the ones responsi- 
ble for the financial problems and 
administrative corruption which 
we were briefed on by the com- 
mittee.” Muslim Brotherhood 
Deputy Yousef Al A them re- 
ported sarcastically. 

Debate turned more personal 
as opponents of the committee's 
recommendation charged that 
members of the committee Wfefe 
acting against a background of 
persona! vendettas and settling 
old accounts. 

“I swear that personal vendet- 
tas and settling accounts are be- 
hind such a case,” Deputy Abdul- 
lah Zureiqat told the House. “I 
am .very surprised by the selectiv- 
ity some of us have in choosing 
dangerous cases which touch 
directly the lives of many people 
and ignoring those which are 
even more dangerous,” Mr. 
Zureiqat said. “Let us put our 
fear or God above all our vendet- 
tas and conflicts.” 

Deputy Mohammad Fans 

(Confirmed on page 5) 


Israel 
admits 
army killed 
4-year-old 
in Gaza 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Israeli army 
said that soldiers shot and killed a 
four-year-old Palestinian boy in 
the occupied Gaza Strip on Fri- 
day by mistake. 

An army investigation found 
that soldiers at a roadblock in 
Khan Yanis who fired at a car 
they thought was carrying wanted 
Palestinian activists hit Naim Abu 
Amoona, who was travelling with 
his father. 

The report said the boy’s father 
had turned into a side street to 
avoid the roadblock because he 
was afraid he would be fined for 
not carrying a driver’s license and 
car insurance papers. 

An investigation into the inci- 
dent revealed that the three sol- 
diers — who are now under sus- 
pension — had not followed 
military shooting regulations, the 
army said, expressing regret at 
the boy’s death. 

One soldier fired in the air, 
then at the car’s tyres. The two 
other soldiers then also opened 
fire, thinking the car’s passengers 
were armed Palestinians, an army 
statement said. 

The senior Amoona managed 
to escape the gunfire, but later bis 
son was brought to a hospital shot 
fatally in the head and back. 

The soldiers involved had re- 
ceived a tip that a car of the same 
description was carrying wanted 
Palestinian activists, the army 
said. 

An investigation by the Gaza 
commander found that the sol- 
diers had deviated from shooting 
orders and he asked that their 
suspension be upheld, the army 

said. Military police wfll continue 
investigation of the incident, it 
added. 

After the incident Friday in 
Khan Yunis, the army reported 
masked men fired at an army 
lookout in the town. Comman- 
ders put the. 85,000 residents of 
Khan Yunis and a neighbouring 
refugee camp under curfew, it 
said. 

Israeli soldiers and civilians 
have lolled 920 Palestinians dur- 
ing the almost five-year-old upris- 
ing- Ninety-three Israelis and ix 
tourists have also been killed in 
the violence. 


Israel continues work on 10,000 
housing units in occupied lands 


AMMAN (J.T.) — White foe Israeli government con- 
tinues to talk about a “housing freeze,” figures released 
by the Israeli housing ministry reveals that the bulk of 
settlement construction under in the occupied territories, 
the Jerusalem Post repented Monday. 

Construction of 10,000 housing units as part of 
“aUMp oBB ro T projects in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza" Strip will continue, according to the Post, 
which cited the ministry figures. 

The figures do not indude some 1 ,600 housing units in 
what Israel calls the “greater Jerusalem” area and 
another 8,700 elsewhere in the occu pi ed West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, the newspaper reported. 

Also excluded from the figures are over 1,000 bousing 
units under construction in the occupied territories as 
part of a “build your own home” project, which is not 
directly affected by the so-called freeze. 

Members of the cabinet of Prime Minister. Yitzhak 
Rabin, including Housing Minister Binyamin Ben Eliez- 
er and Finance Minister Avraham Shohat, have repe- 
atedly said that the government had informed the U.S. 
administration that while it would extensively freeze 
construction in the occupied territories, it was also going 
ahead with work on at least 10,000 housing units there, 
the Post said. 


Following are extracts from the Post report: 

Mr. Sbohar again told reporters at a news conference 
Sunday that U.S. Secretary of State James Baker was 
told of Isarel’s housing plans in the occupied territories 
during bis visit last week. 

Mr. Ben-Eliezer reviewed the government’s housing 
plans in the occupied territories with settlement leaders, 
presenting them figures showing settlement activity was 
for from being halted. 

What will be stopped, according to Mr. Ben-Eliezer, is 
work on some 6,600 units, the majority not yet under 
construction. 

He assured the settler leaders that the government 
had no intention of “drying up” Jewish “towns” in the 
occupied territories, according to a statement released by 
the ministry after the meeting. 

“It is important to us that the peace process adv- 
ances,” Mr. Ben-Eliezer said. “But that does not 
contradict our responsibility for the children and 
thousands of settlers...” 

Later in the day, Mr. Ben-Eliezer and Mr. Shohat 
stressed the government’s continued effort to freeze 
construction in the occupied territories and in areas 
inside the “green line” where state-funded housing 
already stands empty. 


U.S., Britain keep up pressure 
on Iraq despite compromise 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The United States and Britain 
increased military pressure on 
Iraq, despite setikmenl of tte latest con- 
frontation between Baghdad and 
tiie United Nations. 

Under threat of a U.S.-led 
military attack, Iraq Sunday 
agreed to permit U.N. weapons 
inspectors to search the Ministry 
of Agriculture in Baghdad. 

U.N. experts headed for the 
region Monday to begin the new 
inspection. 

While Baghdad’s announced 
compliance appears to lessen the 
chances of renewed military con- 
frontation, President George 
Bush said that Iraq’s violation of 
other Gulf war ceasefire terms 
“continues in other important 
areas.” 

“We have just got to look 
ahead now and see that other 
inspections go forward and that 
(Iraq) complies with these resolu- 
tions,” Mr. Bush said in 
Washington on Sunday after 
(agreement was readied at the 


United Nations. * 

To obtain Iraqi compliance, 
the United Nations agreed to 
change the composition of the 
inspection team so it is predomi- 
nantly European. 

American experts — whom 
Iraq has accused of spying — will 
remain outside the building, 
which U.N. inspectors believe 
contains documents and other 
material on Iraq's missile, che- 
mical, biological and nuclear 
programmes. 

U-S. defence officials said the 
air c ra ft carrier John F. Kennedy 
cut short a port visit to the Virgin 
Islands on Sunday and resumed 
advanced exercises in the Carib- 
bean and Western Atlantic prior 
to expected deployment to the 
Mediterranean. 

The officials, who asked not to 
be identified, refused to say when 
the ship might join the U.S. 
carrier Saratoga, already in the 
Mediterranean. The U.S. carrier 
Independence is also in the Gulf 
south of Iraq. 


A senior Bush administration 
official said, meanwhile, that 
President Bush was expected to 
meet in Washington Monday 
night with his top national secur- 
ity advisers on the situation in 
Iraq. It would be the third such 
top-level meeting in a week. 

The official told reporters 
travelling with Mr. Bush on a 
campaign trip to Michigan and 
Wisconsin the United Nations 
was likely to increase pressure on 
Iraq. 

Mr. Bush on Sunday called 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
“merchant of death” and said he 
had backed down again in his 
defiance of ceasefire agreements. 
Mr. Bush promised to keep the 
pressure on. 

Britain vowed Monday to keep 
up pressure on Iraq. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
told reporters in reply to ques- 
tions that Iraq had been progres- 
sively forced down over the issue 

(Continued on page 5) 


Baghdad punishes profiteers 


NICOSIA (AP) — The Iraqi 
government has been punishing 
businessmen for profiteering 
from tile U.N. sanctions against 
Iraq, a Baghdad newspaper said 
Monday. 

“Measures taken by the gov- 
ernment against some traders 
who manipulate the people's food 
were taken, to put an end to 
greed displayed by those who lost 
their patriotism and sense of re- 
sponsibility,” Al Thawra news- 
paper said. 

The paper, the organ of the* 
ruling Baath Party, said traders 
who have sharply raised prices 
“have joined the enemy and tried 
to plunder people's foodstuffs 
and exploit Iraq’s present cir- 
cumstances resulting from the un- 
just blockade.” 

Al Thawra, in a report carried 
by the Iraqi News Agency (INA), 
did not specify the punishment 
for the businessmen, who have 
been warned for months about 
profiteering. 


In a speech Sunday, President 
Saddam Hussein accused certain 
businessmen of “collaborating 
with the enemy.” And implied 
some may have been executed by 
hanging. 

He said some traders were 
“fleecing the people.” 

However, an Iraqi business- 
man who returned to Amman, on 
Sunday said there had been no 
executions. The businessman, 
speaking anonymously, said some 
prison sentences were handed 
out, but be speculated the death 
threats were intended to frighten 
would-be profiteers. 

Iraqis rushed to buy foodstuffs 
when the confrontation with the 
U.N. over weapons inspections 
appeared recently to be heading 
towards another war. 

Prices of basic foodstuffs such 
as rice, wheat flour and cooking 
oil more than doubled. 

On Thursday, Interior Minister 
Wathban Ibrahim Al Takriri 
warned the security forces would 
arrest and pnnisb traders found to 


be raising prices unjustifiably. 

CM refining 

Iraq has restored its oil refining 
capability to 80 per cent of its 
capacity before the Gulf war, an 
industry newsletter says. 

The report in the July 20 edi- 
tion of Petroleum Internationa] 
Weekly (PIW), published in New 
York, said that seven plants were 
in operation and were producing 
one-half million barrels a day. 

The newsletter said Iraq 
apparently bad 50,000 barrels per 
day available for export although' 
U.N. sanctions prohibit it from 
exporting oil. 

It said its reporter, Anne- 
Marie Joan son, spent nearly 
three weeks in Iraq, visiting most 
of the major oil facilities. 

The newsletter said Iraq’s re- 
fining capacity was up to 690,000 
barrels per day in 1991 before the 
massive bombardment by the 
U.S.-led coalition. 


Libyan paper blasts Arab mediators 


CAIRO (AP) — A Libyan 
newspaper Monday charged 
that Arab mediators “frabri- 
cate falsehoods” and urged 
direct talks with the United 
States, Britain and France to 
resolve Libya's conflict with 
the West. 

Al Zahf Al Akbdar’s arti- 
cle was carried by Libya’s 
official news agency JANA 
and monitored by the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC). 

The newspaper, a weekly, 
caused surprise last month 
when it strongly criticsed Li- 
byan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi for his pan-Arab 
views and urged improved, 
relations with the West. 

Foreign diplomats and Li- 
byan observers at the time 
said the attacks, in series of 
special editions for a week, 
were inspired by Colonel 
Qadhafi himself to prepare 
for steering away from his 


radical pro-Arab, anti- 
Western stand. The newspap- 
er is ran by the Revolution- 
ary Committees, a loose 
security apparatus responsi- 
ble for spreading Col. 
Qadhafi’s ideology. 

Monday’s article went 
further in specifically reject- 
ing Arab mediation efforts to 
reconcile Libya with the 
West. There was no way of 
telling whether the article 
presaged a dumping of Arab 
mediation or was just a con- 
tination of anti-Arab rhetor- 
ic. 

"The Arab mediators... 
are liars; they fabricate fals- 
hoods.... and defame our im- 
age in the eyes of these 
(Western) states,” Zahf Al 
Akhdar said. 

“Let us go and negotiate 
directly with the USA, Bri- 
tain and France, let us reach 
a deal with them ourselves. 


“These are civilised states 
that understand the law.” 

Libya has been under in- 
ternational air, arms and di- 
plomatic sanctions since 
April IS for refusing to hand 
over for trial in the United 
States or Britain two suspects 
in the 1988 bombing of Pan 
Am Flight 103 over Scotland, 
killing 270 people. 

The Arab League has 
formed a seven-nation 
mediation committee to help 
resolve Tripoli’s dispute with 
the West over the bombing. 
The committee includes 
Egypt, Syria and Morocco. 

Libya has accepted a U.N. 
Security Council demand that 
it end its support of “terror- 
ist” organisations. U.N- offi- 
cials were reported negotiat- 
ing with Libya on arrange- 
ments for international in- 
spection teams to ascertain 
that the country no longer 
harbours “terrorist” bases. 



Arabs 
to test 
Israel’s 
peace 
intentions 

By Rana Sabbagh 

Rearers 


AMMAN — Arab states say 
they want Israel to prove it is 
serious about peace when the 
Middle East talks resume in , 
Washington next month. 

“If they (the Israelis) claim 
that they are now positive 
regarding the peace process 
they should show us their 
posrtions inside the negotia- 
tions rooms,” said Fayez 
Tarawneh, Jordan's senior 
delegate to Arab-Israefi 
peace talks. 

“Inside the rooms one will 
be able to sense the whole 
thing and that is why we have 
said we want die talks to 
resume as soon as possible,” 
he told Reuters in an inter- 
view. 

“We want proof from the 
Israelis that they will imple- 
ment the terms of reference 
of this peace process and that 
they are sincere in achieving 
a comprehensive settle- 
ment.” Haider Abdul Shafi, 
the Palestinian chief nego- 
tiator, told reporters in Am- 
man on Sunday night. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker said on Satur- 
day the United States would 
like to see the Arab- Israeli 
peace negotiations resume in 
Washington on Aug. 10. 

Syria said on Sunday it 
would go to the talks and 
other Arab delegations were 
expected to parti epate as 
well. 

But Israel said on Monday 
the date for resuming the 
talks would not be set before 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin meets U.S. President 
George Bush in Washington 
in the second week of Au- 
gust. 

It will be Mr. Rabin’s first 
meeting with Mr. Bush since 
Mr. Rabin took office this 
month. 

“The schedule of the peace 
talks wil be determined dur- 
ing or after Prime Minister 
Rabin’s visit to the United 
States,” bis spokesman Gad 
Ben-Ari said in occupied 
Jerusalem. 

“We would like to have it 
as early as possible," he said. 

Mr. Rabin has vowed to 
accelerate U.S.-backed peace 
moves. 

But foreign ministers of 
Arab countries bordering 
Israel said after two days of 
talks in Damascus last week 
that they saw no substantial, 
change in the policies of Mr. 
Rabin after the defeated 
hardline Likud leader Yit- 
zhak Shamir iu elections last 
month. 

“There is a false conviction 
that Rabin came up with a 
new peace initiative," Mr. 
Tarawneh said. 

“But if we examine care- 
fully what be said in his offi- 
cial speeches Rabin did not 
commit himself to the terms 
of reference of the peace 
process (U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolution 242 and 338) or 
to halting settlements and did 
not refer to the limits of 
Palestinian autonomy,” he 
added. 

Thfe two resolutions, which 
call on Israel to return Arab 
lands it captured in 1967 in 
r£ttirn for Arab peace 
guarantees, form the basis of 
the peace process. 

Mr. Rabin hopes to secure 
S10 billion in U.S. loan 
guarantees when he meets 
Mr. Bush. 

Israeli officials expect the 
talks could resume in 
Washington in late August. 

The talks were to have 
taken place m Rome, but 
U.S. officials said privately 
that Italian officials doubted 
they could accommodate the 
continuous negotiations en- 
visaged by Mr. Rabin’s gov- 
ernment. 

' Israeli officials would still 
like to move the talks closer 
to the Middle East. 
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Middle East Watch slams 
Egypt for torture in prison 


CAIRO (AP) — A U-S.-based 
human rights organisation Mon- 
day ac c used Egyptian authorities 
of torturing political prisoners 
and illegally detaining people for 
long periods without charge. 

Middle East Watch released a 
200-page report entitled “Behind 
Closed Doors: Torture and De- 
tention in Egypt" during a news 
conference at a Cairo hotel. The 
report urged the U.S. and Euro- 
pean governments to warn Egypt 
that all bilateral aid and loans to 
it will be baited unless torture and 
prolonged arbitrary detention 
end. 

Egypt is the second largest 
recipient of U.S. aid after Israel. 
It gets S2.1 billion in economic 
and military aid annually. 

The report blamed State Secur- 
ity Investigation (SSI), elite force 
of the Interior Ministry in charge 
of internal security, for torturing 
political detainees and holding 
people for up to two years with- 
out due proress. 

The document included speci- 
fic cases in which torture victims 
detail harrowing experiences. 

The report traced use of tor- 
ture against political dissenters to 
the days of President Jamal 
Abdul Nasser, who overthrew the 
monarchy in 1952. Mr. Abdul 
Nasser, who died in 1970. 
targeted the Muslim Brotherhood 
and communists. But it said that 
under President Anwar Sadat, 
who ruled from 1970 until his 
assassination by Muslim extrem- 
ists in 1981, the practice of tor- 
ture decreased considerably. 

“But Egyptians from various 
political tendencies contend that 
since Hosni Mubarak assumed 
the presidency... the internal 
security apparatus, projecting it- 
self as the defender of the state 
against a perceived Islamist 
threat, has resurrected an ex- 
ceedingly heavy hand." the re- 


port said. 

Kenneth Roth, deputy director 
of Human Rights Watch, parent 
organisation of Middle East Watch, said 
that his group gave the Egyptian 
government a copy of the report 
six weeks and asked for a re- 
sponse, but there has been none. 

Noting that Cairo authorities 
previously bad denied torture 
charges, Mr. Roth said senior 
Egyptian officials ignored re- 
quests from his group for meet- 
ings. 

Asked for reaction on Monday, 
Gala! AJ Shami, the Interior 
Ministry spokesman said: “We have 
not prepared a comment yet." 

A decade-old police crackdown 
cm -Muslim extremists has been 
stepped up in the last five months 
because of a spate of extremist 
attacks and shootoots with police 
in which 46 people have died. 
More than a thousand people 
have been rounded up since 
March. 

The Middle East Watch report 
said the government's main 
targets are Muslim extremist 
groups. Torture is used against 
them to extract information or to 
punish them, the document said. 

But it contended that many 
innocent Egyptians also are 
arrested and tortured because 
"security force dragnets are so 
wide that arbitrary arrests 
occur.” 

The emergency law, in force 
since Mr. Sadat's slaying, gives 
police wide powers, including the 
right to detain individuals for 45 
days without charge. 

The document said the govern- 
ment was going even further, 
using bureaucratric loopholes to 
renew detentions. 

It charged that torture of pris- 
oners had been systematic and 
practised with full knowledge of 
authorities. 

"The methods of torture m 


Egypt are rigorous yet predict- 
able, indicating that a system 
appears to be in place to train SSI 
personnel in torture techniques 
and that the use of torture is 
directed and supervised by offic- 
ers of the SSI,” it said. 

The report said that torture 
usually occurs in SSI offices, 
where prisoners are held incom- 
municado, no records are kept 
and defence lawyers are barred. 

"In several cases of incom- 
municado detention. . . officials 
claimed that detainees had not 
been arrested and detained at a 
time when in fact they were in the 
custody of security forces... by 
eliminating a sense of accounta- 
bility, tins practice invites tor- 
ture,” the report said. 

Victims are always blindfolded 
so they do not know where they 
are and cannot identify their tor- 
tures. the report said, and are 
totally or partially stripped of 
their clothes. 

Torture methods include elec- 
tric shocks, kicking and beatings 
with hard objects, it said. Prison- 
ers sometimes are suspended by 
the wrists from bars. 

Psychological torture is also 
applied by threats to torture or 
kill family members and exposure 
to screams which some victims 
think are taped. 

Among apecific cases cited by 
the report was that of Moham- 
mad Mandour, an Egyptian doc- 
tor who heads the psychiatric unit 
at Cairo's Palestine Hospital. He 
was detained for 16 days in 
February 1991 at the height of the 
Gulf war because authorities sus- 
pected him of being an agent of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

For 10 days during his deten- 
tion at SSI headquarters in Cairo, 
Dr. Mandour was administered 
electric shocks ail over his body, 
inducting his genitals. 


Hawatmeh urges Arabs to raise stakes 


ALGIERS (R) — Hardline 
Palestinian leader Nayef Hawat- 
meh has urged Arab states and 
the Palestinians to raise the 
stakes in peace negotiations with 
Israel's new government. 

Mr. Hawatmeh, leader of the 
Democratic Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (DFLP), said the 
Palestinians should have the right 
to include representatives from 
Jerusalem and the Palestinian dia- 
spora in their negotiating team. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) leadership would 
meet the Palestinian negotiators 


CAIRO (AP) — Tens of 
thousands of Egyptians tamed 
out when the late president Gam- 
al Abdul Nasser called rallies, but 
a new political party named for 
him is lucky to attract 500. 

The Arab Democratic Nasser- 
ite Party was bom a few months 
before the 40th anniversary of 
Mr. Abdul Nasser's revolution, 
which overthrew the monarchy 
July 23, 1952 and began a turbu- 
lent era of socialism and pan- 
Arabism under his leadership. 

It advocates pan-Arab unity 
and the Abdul Nasser brand of 
socialism, but is finding those 
goals bard to sell. 

“We are in a very different 
world from Abdul Nasser’s,” said 
Mohammad Sidahmad, a mem- 
ber of the leftist opposition and a 
political analyst for the leading 
newspaper AJ Ah ram. 

He noted that almost half the 
58 million people in Egypt were 
bora either after Mr. Abdul Nas- 
ser died in 1970 or during his last 
few years. "Thus, Nasserism to 
them is mainly hearsay or reading 
matter,” he said. 

The new party addresses itself 
mainly to workers and peasants. 
Both groups benefited greatly 
from such Mr. Abdul Nasser me- 
asures as providing pensions and 


led by Haider Abdul Shah m Tonis 
on Monday to adopt a new 
strategy for the expected resump- 
tion of peace negotiations in 
Washington on Aug. 10,- he 
added. 

Mr. Hawatmeh said it was not 
logical that the “negotiating ceil- 
ing” should remain the same after 
the defeat of hardline Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
by Yitzhak Rabin and his Labour 
Party. 

"As the Israeli voter has turned 
his back on Shamir's policies, the 
Arab and Palestinian negotiators 


guaranteeing them at least half 
the seats in all elected bodies, 
including parliament. 

Recent developments in Egypt 
and elsewhere in the Arab World 
stand in the party’s way. The Gulf 
war shattered Arab unity beyond 
immediate repair and President 
Hosni Mubarak has been freeing 
Egypt from Abdul Nasser-style 
socialism, which was based on 
nationalisation and tight control 
of the economy. 

Analysts speculate, however, 
that the government will look 
upon tiie secular Nasserite prog- 
ramme as an additional counter- 
weight to an Islamic fun- 
damentalist trend that has grown 
in recent years. 

Mr. Mubarak’s governing 
National Democratic Party and 
its main opposition, the right-of- 
centre Wafd Party and leftist 
National Progressive Unionists, 
favour die separation of govern- 
ment and religion. 

Diaeddin Daoud, 66, served 
in Mr. Abdul Nasser’s cabinet 
and leads the new party. 

He and its other aging, leaders 
acknowledge that their platform 
borrows heavily from ideas popu- 
lar in the 1950s. They contend 
that memories of Mr. Abdul Nas- 
ser will increase the party’s 


must raise the stakes at least to 
the same level as that of the. new 
majority of Israeli society.” he 
told a news conference Sunday. 

Mr. Hawatmeh said the pro- 
Rabin majority in Israel favoured 
a Palestinian state and direct dia- 
logue with the PLO in contrast to 
the former government. 

“This is why the PLO lead- 
ership insists on a new global and 
official formation of the Palesti- 
nian negotiating team grouping 
representatives of Jerusalem, the 
diaspora, the West Bank and 
Gaza.” 


appeal among older Egyptians 
and other Arabs. 

Mr. Abdul Nasser captivated 
the Arab World with his nationa- 
lisation of the Suez Canal in 1956, 
his diplomatic victory despite 
military defeat in the War that 
followed and construction of the 
Aswan High Dam with Soviet 
help. 

At home, Mr. Abdul Nasser 
was wkfiy popular among the 
poor. He broke the power of 
feudal landowners with sweeping 
agrarian reform and made educa- 
tion free from primary school 
through university. His defiance 
of the West and his championing 
of Third World insurgencies en- 
deared him to millions of Arabs. 

He also suffered devastating 
setbacks, however: Defeat by 
Israel in the war of 1967, a costly 
five-year military involvement in 
Yemen and the breakup of the 
Egyptian-Syrian union in 1961. 

Intellectuals and Muslim activ- 
ists were alienated by his repres- 
sive domestic policies and often 
brutal security forces. 

Still, it was a heady period in 
Egyptian politics. Even today, 
cassettes of Mr. Abdul Nasser's 
searing rhetoric are sold by street 
vendors and bookstores. Pictures 


U.N. says 
bombs failed 
to destroy 
Iraqi arms 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — A 
top U.N. official said on Sunday 
allied bombing of Iraq during the 

Gulf war did not “fundamental- 
ly” achieve one of its main aims 
of destroying Baghdad’s* weapons 
of mass destruction. 

But Rolf Ekeus, chairman of a 
U.N. commission set up to find 
and demolish the weapons, said 
work by bis teams since the war 
had blunted Iraq’s offensive capa- 
bility to such an extent that it was 
no longer "a threat to its neigh- 
bours through intimidation and 
terror.” 

Mr. Ekeus told a press confer- 
ence the threat of military action 
helped to bring about an agree- 
ment on Sunday which allowed 
U.N. inspectors to resume a 
search of the Iraqi agriculture 
ministry after a 21-day standoff. 

But be said that, with all re- 
spect to the armed forces, they 
did not “fundamentally” destroy 
dangerous weapons during the 
Gulf war. 

“I would like to say that arms 
control has demonstrated that it 
is the way to destroy weapons and 
not through bombing and 
attacks,” he said. 

"Hardly any missile. Scud mis- 
sile, was destroyed through 
attacks.” he said. “The large 
amount of chemical weapons 
were not destroyed through 
bombing. Nothing of the research 
activities were really destroyed in 
the nuclear area.” 

Mr. Ekeus said be believed, 
however, that his teams had unco- 
vered most of Iraq’s dangerous 
weapons, particularly ballistic 
missOes. 

“There may be a couple or a 
few left but it’s fundamentally all 
I of them, most of than have been 
‘found and destroyed," be said. 

"Even more important, the 
production capabilities — a large 
number of factories and buddings 
have been identified and des- 
troyed, exploded and destroyed 
and cut to pieces. And an enor- 
mous amount, thousands of 
equipment and pieces of equip- 
ment, have been destroyed,” he 
added. .. ... 

Mr, Ekeus, who carries tiie. 
title ot ambassador as Sweden’s 
long-time delegate to the Geneva 
disarmament conference, said 
Iraq was no longer a "threat (to 
its neighbours) through intimida- 
tion and terror.” 


of him hang in some Cairo cafes 
and shops and on walls in Beirut, 
Lebanon. 

“There is a certain nostalgia for 
Abdul Nasser," said Mr. 
Sidahmad. the political analyst. 
“The question is: Can that be 
played out into a political move- 
ment?” 

In the new party's still-un- 
finished headquarters in down- 
town Cairo, Mr. Daoud answered 
yes. 

He pledged to revive Mr. 
Abdul Nasser’s “revolution with- 
out a plan” with a modem ver- 
sion of Arab nationalism and 
economic self-sufficiency. 

“The party doesn’t put forth 
something new, but presents the 
old ideas in a developed form,” 
he declared. 

In seeking support, the party 
will emphasise Mr. Abdul Nas- 
ser’s achievements that remain in 
effect: Social security and health 
insurance schemes, free educa- 
tion and the 50 per cent worker 
and peasant representation, en- 
shrined in the constitution. 

Mr. Daoud said his party 
opposes the 1979 peace treaty 
with Israel and views Arab unity 
as vital. The party will run in the 
1995 parliamentary elections, he 
said, to “test its strength.” 


Rescue team recovers 45 Somalis drowned in Red Sea 


DJIBOUTI (R) — Forty-five 
Somalis fleeing dvfl strife and 
famine drowned when their 
crowded dhow sank in rough 
seas at the weekend off 
Djibouti, witnesses said. 

A report on Sunday said as 
many as 60 may have died. 

In Kenya, the government 
negotiated on Monday with UJN. 
officials over a freighter refused 
permission to dock because it 
carries some 300 Somalis. 

Hie incidents, one in die coun- 
try bordering Somalia on the 
north and the other on die south, 
hi ghligh ted the plight of hundreds 
of thousands of Somalis fleeing 
abroad for food and security after 
months of civil war. 

Witnesses said a French milit- 
ary rescue team recovered 45 
bodies from the dbow and hand- 
ed them over to Djibouti govern- 


ment officials late on Sunday. 
Earlier reports said as many as 60 
may have died. 

Five survivors, including a 
woman, were Tescued is a 10- 
hour air and sea search mounted 
after seven others were washed 
shore on Mousha Island, in the 
Red Sea off norhtem Djibouti. 

Officials said the dead included 
small traders and a number of 
Somali manual job seekers and 
maids searching for better paying 
jobs m Yemen. 

Somalis are fleeing for security 
because of the collapse of then- 
country into dan fighting and 
anarchy aggravated by die worst 
drought in 100 years. 

One in six Somalis has left the 
country to escape more than a 
year of civil stifle following the 
overthrow of President Moham- 


mad Siad Bane. 

The rebels who toppled him 
turned on each other in dan 
fighting that raged until a preca- 
rious ceasefire in March. Spor- 
adic dashes st3I occur and food 
aid and medicine are frequently 
looted by Somali gunmen. 

In Kenya, port sources say 283 
Somali refugees have been 
marooned off die coast in the 
Jamaican-registered freighter 
Samaa-1 since Wednesday. 

The Nairobi government has 
refused to allow the ship to dock 
saying it has no more room for 
fugitives from tis northern neigh- 
bour. It already shelters more 
than half a million. 

“They are desperate for water 
and we are getting food to them 
and miking to the government. I 
hope to have a solution today,” 


Panes Moumms, spokesman for 
die U.N.’s High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR), told 
Reuters in Nairobi. 

Last month the Yemeni au- 
thorities tried to turn back a 
boatload of Somali refugees de- 
sperate with hunger and thirst 
until they were allowed to fag 
following international outcry. 
More than 150 of those aboard 
died. 

Shipping sources said the dbow 
had travelled from the Somali 
capital, Mogadishu, and left a 
Djibouti on Friday, heading for 
Yemen. 

Two French helicopters, a re- 
connaisance aircraft and patrol 
boats which took pan in the 
search operation off Djibouti, a 
former French colony, were ex- - 
peered to abandon the search cm 
Monday, officials said. 


Hizbollah evacuates its largest base in Lebanon 


BAALBEK, Lebanon (R) — 
Pro-Iranian Hizbollah (Party of 
God) militants began evacuating 
peacefully their largest base in 
Lebanon on Monday before 
handing it over to the Lebanese 
army. 

Trucks loaded with f u nri tii tc 
and belongings left the Sheikh 
Abdullah barracks in the ancient 
town of Baalbek, 70 kflometres 
east of Beirut, in eastern Leba- 
non’s Syrian-policed Bekaa 
Valley. 

“Hizbollah men are leaving the 
barracks and die army will move* 
in when they finish evacuating,” 
Colonel 11055601 Ai Laqis, head 
of Lebanese army intelligence in 
the Bekaa. told Reuters. 

“I think everything will be over 
in the coming few days.” 

The army last Friday began 
seizing government buildings 
taken by militias during 15 years 
of dvil war in a campaign to 
tighten security before Lebanon’s 


first general elections in 20 years. 

Trapps seized the.Beinrt head- 
quarters of the Lebanese Forces 


quarters 

(LF), which leads Christian 
opposition to the elections, on 
Friday and have retaken a string 
of other state properties since 
then. 

Hussein Mnsawi, a Hizbollah 
leader, said his group was con- 
sidering giving the former 
Lebanese army barracks back to 
the military every soon. “There 
should be no problem,” he 
added. 

The Barracks, flying Iranian 
and Hizbollah flags, are believed 
to have been one of several places 
where Iranian-backed militants 
held Western hostages in Leba- 
non’s decade-long hostage crisis 
that ended last month. 

Security sources said Hizbollah 
began moving heavy weapons 
from the barracks in April to 
other bases in the Bekaa and the 
south, where pro-Iranian guerril- 


Iraq prepared for 
strikes, Kurds say 


ZAKHO (AP) — Before backing 
down in the arms search standoff 
in Baghdad, Iraq seriously consi- 
dered the possibility of Western 
nse of force and took steps to 
oounter it. Iraqi Kurdish officials 
said Monday. 


Mosul road was similarly cut, 
they said. 

They said the Iraqis moved 
tanks and ground-to-gro. 1 mis- 
siles to Karahmdr, near Ku rdish 
held Chamc hamwi on the road to 
Kirkuk. 

Another report from the Knf- 


An American military offipej. Another report from the Kur- 
in this Kurdish city just across tbe^. distan Front raid a big Iraqi force 
border from Turkey, confirmed.' mclndmg^50 tanks and artillery 
an Iraqi buildup near the Kurdish^ pieces had advanced Sunday from 
controlled zone and said the Iraqi Daraman, near Kirkuk, to Alton 


air force resumed framing flights 
over the past few months. 

Ahmad Shaker, an official of 
the Kurdistan Front which groups 
major Kurdish parties, said Bagh- 
dad bad issued a call last week to 
all Iraqi men between 25 and 30 
years of age to report to conscrip- 
tion stations. 

He reported increased military 
activity at “contact points” and 
Iraqi shelling recently in the area 
of Shetkhan, southeast of Dohtik, 
a provincial centre in the middle 
of the Kurdish-held area. The 
Kurdish zone extends from the 
Turkish border to 190 kflometres 
north of Baghdad. 

Iraqis had also apparently 
taken some major steps to stabfl; 
ise their lines along the Kurdish 
area, withdrawing from some 
points while massing troops and 
arms at others. 

Officials of the mainstream 
guerrilla group, the Patriotic Un- 
ion of Kurdistan, said the Iraqis 
had withdrawn two battalions 
from Faida, 12 kilometres south- 
east of Dohuk, to the Iraqi oil 
centre of Mosul. 

Quoting daily mflftary reports 
from the front tines, they said the 
Iraqis cat off the road from 
Sulaymaniyeh, a major dty in the 
Kurdish area, and Kirkuk, the 
Iraqi ofl city. 

On Saturday, the Dohuk- 


Kupri, near the unofficial Kur- 
dish “capital” of Erbil, but was 
polled back later in the day. 

It said three ground-to-ground 
missies had beat aimed at Erbfl 
and Sulaymaniyeh and the Iraqi 
military served notice that if the 
allies struck and the Kurds 
attacked Kirkuk, the missiles 
would be used. 

U.S. army Colonel Richard 
Wilson, commander of the 11- 
man allied military coordination 
centre in Zakho, confirmed the 
Iraqi buildup. “Iraqis are moving 
units in and out,” he said. 

Col. Wilson said tile main Iraqi 
-concentrations were between Kir- 
kuk and Mosul. “It appears that 
about two-thirds of Iraq’s ground 
forces are there,” be said. Kur- 
dish military officials say the Iraqi 
forces indude several armoured 
divisions of the crack Republican 
Guard corps. 

Co!. Wilson also said that for 
the past months, Iraqi fixed-wing 
nutitaiy aircraft had been flying 
regularly south of the security 
zone. He described these as train- 
ing flights. 

He declined to comment on 
reports of Iraqi air attacks on 
Shiite opposition groups in the 
south — in violation of die Gulf 
war ceasefire accords — but said 
“they have the capability.” 


las are fighting to force Israeli 
troops out of a “security zone” 
which was set up in 1985. 

They said Hizbollah was ex- 
pected to hand back to the army 
some artillery and 12 U.S.-made 
armoured troop carriers which 
were in the sprawling barracks 
when militant's seized it in 1983. 

The 200,000-square-metre 
compound was the headquarters 
for I ranian Revolutionary Guards 
sent to Lebanon to train Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas after the Israeli 
invasion in 1982. 

Guards refused to allow jour- 
nalists into the barracks on Mon- 
day and it was undear if the 
several hundred Revolutionary 
Guards still stationed in Lebanon 
were inside or had already left. 

Built in 1970 as the largest 
army base in Lebanon, the 
Sheikh Abdullah barracks consist 
of 15 buildings mduding a hospit- 
al, academy, prison and arms and 


ammunition depots. 

Leftist groups captured the < 
compound in 1975 when the dvfl 
war broke but the army retook in' ■ 
two years later after about 30,000 ' 
Syrian troops entered Lebanon to 
stop the fighting. 

Hizbollah seized the tree-lined 
barracks in 1983 and added 
mosque and huge underground a 
shelters for protection during? 
Israeli air raids, which destroyed 
two buildings in 1984. 

French planes hit the base-'- 
overlooking Roman rains in ’• 
Baalbek in 1983 in retaliation for. 
a suicide bomb attack on a*-- 
French posftKm in Beirut dial- - 
killed 58 paratroops ou OcL 13 - • 
1983. 

The pro-Iranian Islamic Jihad-' - 
(Holy War) said it carried our-', 
that attack and a second suicide * 
bombing wi thin minutes that flat- • . 
tened toe U.S. marine barracks-' 
near Beirut airport and killed 241 - 
U.S. servicemen. 
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Israeli reporter dies In ‘hazing’ incident 

TEL AVIV (AP) — An Israeli soldier died from injuries suffered 
while undergoing -an air force initiation rite known as “net 
roulette,” newspapers reported Monday. Corporal Amir Melet 
died Sunday after being hurt during a game played on landing 
equipment Friday on . a base in southern Israel, the army 
confirmed. The daily Hadashot reported soldiers assigned to the 
bare prove their mettle by bong hurled into the air by large nets 
that normally are thrown up to slow planes on landing. The 
English-language Jerusalem Post called it a “haring rite.” A 
second soldier was also injured m!the incident, which was being 
investigated, die army-said. It said Cpl. Me let. was 19 or 20 years' 
old. 

Sudan plane crash blamed on weather 

KHARTOUM (R) — A C-130 military transport plane crashed at 
Juba, the main dty of south Sndan, on Saturday, killing the crew 
and some passengers, the armed forces reported. Some passen- 
gers escaped unhurt, but the numbers who (tied and survived were 
not yet known, said a communique reported by the offidal news 
agency SUNA. It said the plane went off the runway while trying 
to land at Juba airport in bad weather. Army troops broke a rebel 
siege around Juba during a successful dry season campaign over 
the past few months. But the rebel Sudan People's liberation 
Army (SPLA) says it has gone on tiie attack around tire dty since 
rains began. A military helicopter crashed last week at Liria 60 
kilometres east of Juba. 

McDonnel Douglas contracts Israeli firms 

TEL AVIV (AP) — McDonnell Douglas contracted Israel 
Aircraft Industries (IAI) and a second Israeli company to provide- 
services and products for some $550 million over tiie next ten 
years. Israel radios reported Sunday. Israel Radio said IAI would 
upgrade McDonnell Douglas DC-9 planes and produce parts for 
the MD-11 passenger plane. The Israeli company Elbit Compu- 
ters Ltd. would produce navigation systems for the company’s 
T-45 planes, the report added. IAI Director Moshe Keret told 
army radio that with the world market for both military and 
civilian products in a slump, “every order like thi§ is welcome and 
we hope we null have many like it.’’* 

U.s„ Kuwait plan joint exercise 

KUWAIT (R) ■ — More than 2,000 U.S. marines will assault a 
beach in Kuwait next month in the latest joint manoeuvres with 
the emirate, a U.S. embassy spokesman said on Monday. He said 
Kuwait, which signed a 10-year defence pact with tiie United 
States, had taken part in at least eight exercises with U.S. forces 
since the end of the Gulf war. Washington, which led allied 
armies that expelled Iraq from Kuwait, kept troops in the e mir ate 
until late last year but does not have units or advisers permanently 
stationed there. About 250 U.S. military personnel work in 
rotation at Kuwait’s Doha port on pre-position facilities for 
weapons and personnel designed to save time for a rapid bufld-up 
offerees. 
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cent. 
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Abul Ragheb tours oil, mineral explorations, 
urges faster electrification of rural areas 


TAFILEH (J.T.) — Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
yVK Abu! Ragheb Monday cou- 
' duded a two-day tour of die . 
southern regions of Jordan to 
inspect prospecting for ofl and 
natural gas. - 

The exploration workis being 
conducted at the southern region 
of the Dead Sea by the Natural 
Resonrees Authority (NRA) and 
&£teeign companies. 

' "me minister also inspected the 
exploration for mineral resources 
— copper and manganese — con- 
> ducted by NRA at Wadi Khaled 
and Wadi Araba, according to 
i the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

Accompanied by Mohammad 
i Arafph, director general of the 
Jordan Electricty Authority 
(JCA) and other officials , the 
minister was briefed on JEA 
| woriC of supplying power to a 
number of remote regions, mod- 


ernising a number of new net- 
works and setting up electric 
Ions to replace those damaged 
winter storms. 


6 


commended that the government 
set op a national ml comp an y to 
help develop natural resources 
and market minerals. 


Tte mhuster said that he in- TTie proposal was contained in 
spected the Central Thermal, a detailed report submitted to the 

power plant m Aqaba and the —vs ^ - — 

maintenance, of pylons and net- 
works fait by the whiter storms. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb urged the 
concerned parties to speed up 
work on the electrification of 
areas within the local council 
boundaries in the southern re- 
gie os of Jordan. 


cabinet which gave a full picture 
of the ofl and energy situation m 
die Kingdom and outlined the 
various energy problems facing 
the private and public sectors. 


The minister beard briefings on 
the electrication. projects in HI. 
Taybeh, Sadaqa, Rajef, Wadi 
Mousa and Shobak. 

According to Mr. Arafeb, 
plans have been drawn up for the 
electrification of Shaocam, Qade- 
sieh and other rural regions. Ear- 
lier’ this month, die minister re- 


in a bid to step up exploration 
for ofl, Jordan on July IS granted 
the South Korean Hanbo Energy 
Company a six-year concession to 
prospect for oil and natural gas in 
the Kingdom. The production- 
sharing agreement covers nearly 
22,000 square kilometres of land 
at A1 Risha and Sirhan areas in 
the north and east. 

Under die terms of the agree- 
ment, Hanbo will spend up to Si 7 
million in exp l oration. 


12th congress of children from 
Arab World Opens today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Under the 
■ patronage of Her Majesty Queen 
Nooc- the 12th Arab Children 
. Congress will open today at the 
y ' Cultural Centre, according 
toT press release from the Noor 
A1 Hussein Foundation. 

The opening ceremony in- 

- dudes welcoming words by a 
Jor danian child an Arab child and 

- a representative of the Noor A1 
• ' Hussein Foundation. It also in- 

dudqs musical selections pre- 
sented by the students of the 
National Music Conservatory, a 
foHajc dance by the National 
Jordanian Folklore Group and a 

- song by the participating delega- 
tions railed ‘The Arab Children 
Song," the statement said. 

The six-day congress will be 
■ attended by 34 children repre- 
senting Sudan, Tunisia, Iraq, 
Lybia, Algeria, Palestine and Jor- 
dan. >Dnring their stay, the child- 
ren will travel together, attend 
. cultural events and visit a number 
of historical sites, which will 


aquaint them with Jordan's 
ancient dvilisation. 

They will also visit the indust- 
rial city of Sahab and Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation’s Quafity of 
Life Project in Sweimeh village 
near the Dead Sea to have an 
idea about the industrial and de- 
velopmental progress achieved so 
far in Jordan. 

The 12th Arab Children Con- 
gress will end on the 2nd of 
August by a seminar entitled “A 
Perspective of the Twenty-First 
Century: Science and Technolo- 
gy” which will be followed by 
recommendations and distribu- 
tion of diplomas, according to the 
statement 

The Arab Children's Congress, 
inaugurated in 1980 after the 
Amman Arab Summit Confer- 
ence, came as a response to 
Queen Noo^s initiative to bring 
together talented children from 
throughout the Arab World and 
give them the opportunity of 
learning, sharing experiences and 



participating in cultural activities. 

Through such interaction, they 
recognise the contemporary chal- 
lenges faring the Arab nation, in 
addition to the mutual cultural 
and historical ties which unite 
them as citizens of one homeland 
and one nation. 

A total of 614 children from 
several Arab countries have par- 
ticipated in the eleven previous 
Children Congresses since 1980. 


Jordan to attend ARABSAT meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan par- 
ticipating in the general assembly 
meetings of the Arab Satellite 
Communications Organisation 
(ARABSAT) due to open in 
Cairo Tuesday to discuss studies 
on the manufacture of a .series of 
Arab satellites to be launched in- 
1995. 

Minister of Posts and Com- 
munications Jamal Saraireh, who 


is heading the Jordanian team to 
the meetings, said that the gener- 
al assembly will choose one of 
three firms to manufacture the 
new generation of Arab satellites 
and will review difficulties faring 
tithe organisation in financing and 
launching the satellites. * * r ' " 

The minister was speaking 
shortly before his departure for 
the three-day meeting in Cairo. 


leading a team of engineers and 
specialists from his ministry. 


He said that apart from tech- 
nical matters, the general assem- 
bly will endonto the ^Sl^l. final 
accounts, discuss a budget .-for 
1 1992 .apd. elect a new .poard /or 
the organisation. The boardebm- 
prises nine members, of whom 
five have permanent status. 


Consumer group 

aS&ian (J.T.) 


rice substandard 


- The National 
Society for the Protection of 
Consumers received over the last 
few weeks public complaints ab- 
out the quality of rice being 
offered in the local markets. 
Based on these complaints, which 
mainly came from housewives, 
the society undertook a survey, 
involving a sample of housewives 
who used to use Egyptian rice 
before 1979 and those who used it 
in 1992. 

The study found that the quali- 


ty of rice being sold now is not the 
same as offered in 1979. A tech-, 
nical committee, formed by the 
society, examined die rice now 
being sold here and found that 
the percentage of broken rice is 
more than 10 per cent. 

Upon examining the standard 
specification foi rice, the study 
noted thay the break rate should 
not exceed 1.5 per cent for the 
extra rice, 2 per cent for the 
excellent rice and 4 per cent for 
the first class rice. 


This means that the rice, now 
offered for sale at the local mar- 
kets. contravenes . the standard 
specification of rice. Therefore 
the society recommended that the 
rice be mixed with a good quality 
rice for the time being to ensure 
that tire quantity available in foe 
markets or at the Ministry of 
Supply warehouses is used. 


It further calls on the ministry 
not to import rice that violate the 
standard specifications. 


HCST holds congress of foreign scientists 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Higher 
Coun cil of S cience and Technolo- 
gy (HCST) is organising the first 
congress called Arab scientists 
and technologists abroad on Au- 

fflgfe 17 - 

-r&e congress, which will be 
held at the Royal Cultural Centre 
and the Jerusalem International 
Hotel in Amman, will hear a 
keynote address by Hh Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
and will review papers dealing 


with the following: status of sci- 
ence and technology m the re- 
gion, financing projects in the 
Arab World, die status of higher 
education, avenues for transfer of 
know how, supercomputers, 
transportation, nuclear technolo- 
gy applications in energy, water 
and environmental science, and 
technology manufacturing prob- 
lems and control and models of 
pioneering in semi-developed 
countries. 


Participants in the three-day 
congress will be taken on orga- 
nised trips to the Dead Sea, the 
ancient Romas city of Jerasb, the 
ancient Nabatean city of Petra 
and the hot springs. 


A spokesman for HdST said 
that Arab scientists and tech- 
nologists living in Arab and fore- 
ign countries have been invited to 
participate in the three-day meet- 
ings. 



Petra appointment endorsed Syrian official arrives 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree has been 
issudd endorsing the appointment of Khalid 
Mahadin as director general of the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra Mr. Mahadin will assume his new 
dinfes Monday. 


Delegation leaves for Beirut 


AMMAN 

deKeation 


(Petra) — A Jordanian economic 

Sgatfon. beaded by Secretary General of the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade Marwan Awad 
leftlAmman for Beirut Monday to take part in a 
meeting of the joint Jordanian-Lebanese commit- 
tee -which will start there Tuesday. The commit- 
tee will discuss in its several-day meetings econo- 
mic! and commercial relations between the two 
countries and ways of enhancing them. It will also 
Hbwks the prospect of exchanging industrial and 
agricultural products and holding industrial pro- 
duces fairs in Amman and Beirut. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The director of tite Baida, 
pasture lands and Forests at the Syrian Ministry 
of Agriculture, Abdul Khaleq Assad, arrived in 
Amm an Monday on a week-long visit to Jordan. 
Mr. Assad will hold talks with President of the 
Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature 
Aids Mu’sher and several officials at the society 
on ways of boosting and bolstering cooperation 
between Jordan and Syria in the field of estab- 
lishing natural reserves. The Syrian official will 
be familiarised with Jordanian reserves which are 
supervised by the society with the objective of 
benefitting from Jordan’s experience in this field, 
especially now that Syria is planning to establish a 
natural reserve in the Syrian desert. 


State lands discussed at meeting 


House to review parties law 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of 
Parliament wfll hold a meeting Wednesday morn- 
ing Junder the c ha i r manship of its Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat and in the presence of cabinet 
members. The agenda of the meeting includes 
reading a memorandum by the speaker of the 
l£Uper House of Parliament on returning the 
I political parties’ draft law to the Lower House 
and a decision by the House Financial Conmuttee 
approving a draft law on an agreement giving a 
concession for a Korean company to prospect for 
oil in the Kingdom- 


ZARQA (Petra) — Minister of Municipal, and 
Rural Affairs and the Environment Abdul Raz- 
zaq Tobeishat chaired a meeting Monday at die 

Zarqa goveraorate. The meeting, which was 
attended by the director general of the lands and 
survey department, the mayors of Zarqa and 
Ruseffa and other officials, discussed issues 
related to State lands in the Zarqa govemorate. 
Dr. Tubeishat stressed at the meeting the need to 
issue urgent recommendations that might resolve 
problems pertaining to the state lands. He said 
the municipalities of Zarqa and Ruseifa are 
facing many problems as a result of this issue. 
Speakers at die meeting, induded Zarqa Gov- 
ernor Mohammad Hussein Al Shobaki and sever- 
al members of the Upper and Lower Houses of 
Parliament. 



King visits armed forces 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein visited Monday 
the Armed Forces general headquarters where he was received by 
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field Marshal Fathi Abu 
Taleb and his assistants, including the Chief of Staff of the Royal 
Air Force. King Hussein met with Marshal Abu Taleb and 
discussed issues of concern to the Armed -Forces. Part of the 
meeting was attended by Royal Court Chief Khaled Al Karalti, 
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff assistants, the air force 
chief of staff and the inspector general. 


Queen visits villages, 
discusses needs, 
distributes books 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor visited Monday the 
tillages of Deir Al Kahf, Al 
Jbeiyeh, Al Rifa'iyat, Al Qasem 
and Abu Al Farth in Al Mafraq 
govemorate, meeting villagers 
and discussing their development 
needs. 

During the visit the Queen also 
inspected Deir Al Khafs health 
centre and laid the foundation 
stone for a new one which the 
Ministry of Health’s is building. 
Her Majesty stopped briefly at a 
villager's home where she met 
with a group of women who 
displayed their handicrafts and 
discussed their needs and aspira- 
tions witii the Queen, according 
to a foundation press release. 

Her Majesty donated educa- 
tional books and games to the 
villages' children and while the 
Ministry of Social Development 
distributed 30 tonnes of Hour and 
100 cartons of oil to needy fami- 
lies in the area. GUVS, the 
General Voluntary Union for 
Voluntary Societies donated 
food, blankets and other relief 
aid to 75 needy families, the 
release'^siSd: 

A^eVies of measures have been 
recepfly adopted to upgrade ser- 
vicek'and meet the development 
needs of Al Mafraq villages. The 
Ministry of Social Development 


has induded the villages of Al 
Mafraq govemorate in the “Pro- 
ductive Families Programme'’ 
and is to start training courses in 
home economics and typing for 
women and to establish two local 
community development centres. 

In addition, the Ministry of 
Health will establish a health care 
centre in Al Jbeiyeh and another 
in Abu Al Farth and has plans to 
expand and upgrade the one in Al 
Rifa'iyat village. 

The Ministry of Education will 
also add new classrooms to the 
villages’ school buildings and im- 
prove available facilities, accord- 
ing to die release. 

Al Mafraq area, which is pri- 
marily agrarian, will also be in- 
duded in the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation’s Quality of Life Pro- 
ject *1993 expansion plan. The 
project is targeted towards im- 
proving the quality of life of 
families and communities 
through the implementation of 
integrated socio-economic 
schemes. 

Accompanying the Queen on 
the visit were the Ministers of 
Public Works, Health and Social 
Development; the Secretary- 
General of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion And Mrs. Inam Mufti, the 
President of the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation. 


Possibility of a regional 
water council to be debated 


at ESCWA water meeting 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Econo- 
mic and Social Commission of 
Western Asia (ESCWA) is meet- 
ing Tuesday to coordinate prog- 
rammes undertaken by regional 
and Arab organisation in water- 
related fields. 

Participants in the meeting to 
be held at ESCWA offices in 
Amman will discuss several issues 
pertaining to remote sensing as a 
technique for discovering water 
resources in die region of western 
Asia, prospects for establishing a 
regional water council and train- 


ing of personnel in water fields. 

ESCWA sources said means of 
rationalising water consumption, 
which will be discussed later this 
year at a general conference, will 
be reviewed by the participants. 


Attending the meetings will be 
representatives from the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) weater research centres 
in Arab countries and delegates 
representing the Arab govern- 
ments. 


Jordan’s bishop urges 
world to promote peace 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The first-ever 
Jordanian Bishop appointed by 
the Vatican to serve outside Jor- 
dan made an appeal Monday to 
the world community to promote 
the Middle East peace process 
and save the region from the 
scourage of war and violence. 

The 52-year-old Bishop, Fuad 
Twal, from Madaba, made the 
statement while preparing to take 
up his new post in the Tunisian 
capital. 


Germany and Egypt after serving 
at the Vatican foreign office. 

Bishop Twal said that in Tunis 
be will be serving a community of 
Arab and foreign Catholic Christ- 
ians, of whom 90 per cent are non 
Arabs. 


Arab delegates convene session on refugees. 


UNRWA criticised for reducing education aid 


AMMAN (Petra) — Delegation 
from five Arab countries opened 
a several day meeting in Amman 
Monday to discuss the conditions 
of the Palestinian refugees in the 
light of continued Israeli occupa- 
tion of Arab land. 

Officials at the Foreign Minis- 
try’s Department for Palestinian 
Affairs, which is sponsoring the 
meeting, said that the delegates 
representing Jordan Palestine, 
Syria, Lebanon and Egypt will be 
discussing Israel's attempts to 
Judaise the Arab territories, its 
oppression of Palestinians and 
the social and economic condi- 
tions of the Palestinian people 
under occupation. 

Emergency aid to the Palesti- 
nians under programmes adopted 
by the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA), will 
also be discussed as well as 
Israel's settlement programme 
and a report on education in the 
occupied Arab lands. 

In an opening address to the 
first session, the Arab league 
assistant secredary general 
Mohammad Al Farra outlined 
the various regional and interna- 
tional development that have im- 
pacted the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

He dwelt in particular on the 
Arab-Israeli negotiations, focusing 
on Palestinian participation and 
on the outcome of the Israeli 
parliamentary elections which 
brought the Labour government 
to power. Dr. Farra warned 
against excessive optimism over 
the statements of Labour party 


leaders connected with the attain- 
ment of peace. 

Yitzhak Rabin did not offer 
any concession about Jerusalem 
and the establishment of a home- 
land for the Palestinians or the 
return of the Palestinians of the 
daspora to their homes and the 
Israeli withdrawal from the occu- 
pied Arab lands, said Dr. Farra. 
He added dial Rabin instead 
stressed that Israel would keep all 
strategic positions in order to 
ensure what he called Israel's 


the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip, as witnessed at the King 
Hussein Bridge of the River Jor- 
dan. 

In reviewing the Israeli settle- 
ment programmes, Mr. Irsheid 
said that Arabs are being evicted 
so that hundreds of thousands of 
immigrant Jews can be settled in 
their place. 


security. 

Dr. Farra urged the Arab coun- 
tries to hold on to their national 
causes arid to transcend differ- 
encevtind help the Palestinians 
regain their land and rights. He 
alro called for international press- 
ure to be exercised on Israel to 
comply with the requirements of 
the international legitimacy and 
implement U.N. resolutions. 

Jordan’s address was delivered 
by the Foreign Ministry’s Depart- 
ment of Palestinians Affairs De- 
partment Director Adel Irsheid ■■ 
who also urged the Arabs to take 
a unified position, which, he said, 
can speed up the establishment of 
durable peace. 

In reviewing Israel’s policies 
and intransigent position with re- 
gard to the U.N. resolutions, Mr. 
Irsheid pointed to the Jewish 
state’s continued inhumane prac- 
tices against the Palestinian peo- 
ple and the systematic killing of 
civilians, the deportation of Arab 
homes, the deploration of Arab 
youths and delays in visitors to 


Jordan has shouldered its re- 
sponsibility in protecting the 
Christian and Islamic holy shrines 
and continues to do so despite 
Israel’s obstacles, said Mr. 
Irsheid. 

He said that Jordan has offered 
a great deal in helping the Palesti- 
nian refugees who crossed into 
Jordan in three major waves since 
1948. The Jordanian government 
spends at least 5300 million 
annually in meeting the basic 
needs of the Palestinian re- 
fugeese, thus helping UNRWA in 
its humanitarian task. 


Mr. Irsheid criticised the agen- 
cy for its reduction of health, 
educational and other services to 
the refugees at a time when the 
need is great due to the return of 
thousands of refugees to Jordan 
in the wake of the Gulf crisis. 

Other speeches were delivered 
by the Syrian, Egyptian, and 
Palestinian delegates who 
pointed to the ordeal of the 
Palestinain people under Israeli 
rule and the need for joint Arab 
efforts and international com- 
munity backing to help alleviate 
the Palestinian sufferings. 



Delegates from Arab countries sit down to discuss the Palestinian ref ug e es 


Summit to tackle environmental issues 


from overfishing to desertification 


AMMAN (Petra) — At least 80 
per cent delegates representing 
various government ministries, 
departments and voluntary and 
charitable societies will partici- 
pate in a seminar “The Earth 
Summit, Development and Hu- 
man Rights," to open here 
Wednesday. 

The seminar, organised by the 
Jordan Society for the Control of 
Environmental Pollution and the 
Friedsricfa Naumaan Foundation 
of Germany, will tackle issues 
that were discussed by the Earth 
Summit m Rio De Janeiro, Brazil 
last month. 

A society statement said that 
participants will review topics dis- 
cussed at Rio and the resolutions 
and recommendations readied at 
the end of the deliberations as 
well as the practical steps needed 
to enforce the a g reem ents . 

The statement said that society 
president Ahmad Obeidat will 
address the opening session out- 
lining the society’s activities and 
its drive to spread awareness 
among members of the public 


about ways to stem pollution. 

The Earth Summit, which en- 
ded on June 14, after 12 days of 
bitter negotiations, called for an 
international treaty to fight deser- 
tification and a global conference 
on overfishing in the high seas. It 
agreed on a set of loosely worded 
principles designed to protea the 
world’s forests. 

The conference was called to 
seek ways to help developing 
nations grow without banning the 
environment and was viewed as a 
significant first step towards 
addressing many of the environ- 
mental and economic ills plaguing 
the world. 

The society and the German 
foundation have just ended a 
seminar on traffic and the en- 
vironment in Zarqa designed to 
help spread awareness among the 
local community about means to 
protea the environment.- The 
seminar focused attention on the 
condition of vehicles so that they 
would nor emit poisonous fumes, 
or leak oil. It also cautioned the 
public against dumping waste on 


the roads and urged it to reduce 
the noise pollution. 

The participants, who repre- 
sented the public as well as the 
private sector, cz’led on the con- 
cerned authorities to draw up 
national specifications for auto 
spare parts, to arrange for the 
mandactme of these spare parts local- 
ly, to ensure the minimum 
amount of fumes ■ are emitted 
from cars and to enact legislations 
and laws related to the pollution 
of the atmosphere. 


The seminar called on die con- 
cerned authorities to arrange for 
the employment of modern tech- 
nology in the fight against pollu- 
tion, especially on the roads and 
in residential areas. 


The seminar called for a study 
to be conducted on means of 
reducing the amount of lead in 
petrol, training personnel em- 
ployed in car maintenance, and to 
conduct feasibility studies on 
building railways in Jordan to 
transport goods and passengers to 
reduce the amount of pollutants. 


He said that the Arab countries 
positive step towards attaining 
peace should draw an equal re- 
sponse on the part of Israel, while 
the world community ought to a 
back such trend. 

Bishop Twal who was assigned 
the Tunis mission in May said 
that die Middle East region is in 
dire need of durable peace and an 
end to the vicious circle of vio- 
lence. The fact that the Vatican 
appointed him as Bishop of 
iWis, reflects die Holy See’s 
deep appreciation of Jordan as a 
country and its wise leadership, 
said Bishop Twal. 

He said that the Vatican 
adheres to its principles and re- 
spects human values. The Vati- 
can has no military or economic 
interests that could influence its 
decisions, the bishop added. 

Bishop Twal, who is to take up 
his poa on Sept 9 told the Jordan 
Times that he has done pastoral 
work in Jordan but spent most of 
his earlier career as Vatican dele- 
gate to Latin American coun- 
tries, | such as tike Honduras and 
Peru,' which have large Arab 
communities. He also served in 


GREENSLEEVES is back 



POP in and see our 
Latest and Best 
range yet straight to 
you from LONDON 


RANGE INCLUDES: 


Smart outfits for those 
special occassions. 
Latest casual ware. 

And of course more 
of our famous collection 
of blouses. 
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Sheila wUI be pleased to receive her old and new customers. 
Parking no problem. We are on 664872 & Ml 664. 
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We ire keen ttrpkase yon, 
step forward and }oin us 

Seeing is believing. 


July's special offer lobster 
L olivier style for 10 JDs only, 
at the garden plateau. 
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Maturity wanted 


THE WORLD should be relieved that a solution 
has been found to the latest dispute between Iraq 
and the U.N. over the inspection of the Iraqi 
Ministry of Agriculture. People particularly in 
this part of the world are fed up with wars raging 
in different corners of the world and would like to 
see conflicts being narrowed instead of being 
widened. Especially here in the Middle East, the 
Arab people cannot afford another military con- 
flagration like that witnessed in the Golf region 
last year. Both Iraq and the U.N. Security Council 
need to consolidate their latest agreement to 
ensure that another stand-off, like last month’s, 
will no more threaten world peace and security. 
Of particular concern are the Iraqi people, who 
have suffered enough already. In the past week 
Iraqis queued for gasoline and food fearing 
another eruption of hostilities. As if it is not 
enough that their children are dying of malnutri- 
tion and lack of medicine, from time to time their 
nerves also are being stretched to the limit. Such 
kind of situation is insane to say the least and 
those responsible for it can only be described as 
insensitive to human suffering and agony. 

No matter what right or wrong is involved in 
the latest dispute — whether it is the West’s 
concern for its oil or for human rights, or whether 
it is Arab nationalism or national pride — nothing 
justifies the miseries and continued torture of a 
whole population. The Iraqi regime has So far 
abided by most- articles ~of all U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. It has had no option in fact 
but to do so. But in return the council should have 
been expected to ease its pressure on the people of 
Iraq. The council should give the Iraqis the 
chance to rebuild their country on a new basis of 
peaceful coexistence and within the limits of 
international legitimacy. In the same vein, the 
Iraqi government is urged not to prolong the crisis 
for the sake of sloganeering. It, not the West nor 
the U.N., is responsible for the welfare of its own 
people. Any prolongation of the Gulf crisis 
therefore will only prolong the suffering of Iraqis 
and delay Iraq’s reconstruction effort. And the 
U.S., Iraq’s major antagonist, should also recog- 
nise that it will not achieve its declared aim of 
toppling the Iraqi regime through continued 
strangulation of the Iraqi people. The internation- 
al community should thus hope that through the 
effort of the U.N. and the maturity of leaders on 
both sides that the latest experience will not be 
repeated. 


Scores of political parties to spring 
into action after approval of new law 


7THOSE WHO demand that we make peace with the Israelis who 
occupy our land should not demand that we take part in plots and 
plans to launch aggression on the Iraqi people, said Al Ra’i Arabic 
daily Monday. The paper said that according to the policies of the 
U-S. administration winning American votes for president Bush 
seems to be through stepping over the dead bodies of the innocent 
Iraqi people and it is really horrible to think that winning the 
votes of the American public an only take place through war and 
through killing and wounding more people, said the daily. We do 
□Ot believe that anyone has interest in launching war on the Iraqi 
people or causing destruction to churches and mosques, children 
milk factories or bridges and public garden or health centres and 
schools, said the daily. It said that the lust for war and the hatred 
of warmongers, can please no one and can help no one win the 
presidency. Through false claims about the Iraqi Ministry of 
Agriculture building Mr. Bush is trying to present the Iraqis as 
violators of the international legitimacy, thus invoking U.N. 
Security Council resolutions for yet another act of aggresssion on 
Iraq, added the daily. The Arab masses who are following 
attempts at arriving at a lasting peace in the Middle East, said the 
daily, are shocked to find that tire American administration is 
trying hard to impose Washington's, domination over the world. 
The paper voiced total solidarity with the Iraqi people which is 
lacing death and destruction at the hands of the arrogant forces of 
the world. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i Arabic daily criticised a statement by 
the Turkish prime minister who claimed that the waters of the 
Tigris and Euphrates rivers belong to Turkey as much as the oil in 
the Arab countries belong to the Arab states. Tareq Masarweh 
said that such a statement could not have been issued had die 
Syrian and Iraqi regimes mended their differences and taken a 
joint stand vis-a-vis the common threat and common danger. The 
writer said that Turkey is trying to appear, like Israel and Iran, a 
third major enemy of the Arab Nation through the backing and 
the blessing of the United States. He said that the three regional 
powers are, of course, totally convinced that die Arabs would 
succumb to their will because of the absence of an Arab force and 
united stand. The writer said that the Arab Nation is in need of a 
strong united force to defend its interests and it is time for 
Baghdad and Damascus to unite their stand and deal firmly with 
the common threat. 


This article appeared in the June- wll short of a majority in the is our model in Jordan,” said the 
July issue of Jordan . which is a House. Serious contenders in- veteran Jordanian politician. 
bi-monthly review published by elude a newly-established secular The Muslim Brotherhood, the 
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in Washington. 

The Lower House of Parliament 
has passed the long-awaited law 
that legalises political parties in 
the country, paving the way for 
the establishment of several 
dozen parties that plan to contest 
the next scheduled parliamentary 
elections in 1993. Draft laws on 
political parties and press and 
publications were at the top of 
the agenda of the Lower House 
of Parliament’s extraordinary 
summer session that started in 
late June. 

Among the key issues agreed 
by the house and the government 
were the definition and composi- 
tion of a political party, and 
ideological and other rela- 
tionships between Jordanian par- 
ties and other Arab, Islamic or 
international political groupings. 
The debate focused on the gov- 
ernment’s draft parties law as it 
was submitted to the house, and 
on a modified version incorporat- 
ing amendments suggested by the 
parliament's legal committees. 

Parties have not operated 
legally in Jordan since 19S7. 
However, since the parliamen- 
tary elections of November 1989. 
informal political groupings have 
been allowed to operate, in anti- 
cipation that they would form the 
cores of political parties that will 
be permitted to operate some- 
time later this summer. 

Over 60 would-be political par- 
ties have submitted their applica- 
tions for licensing by the Interior 
Ministry, aiming to compete in 
the 1993 elections. The licences 
will be processed through a spe- 
cial section recently established 
by the ministry. 

The Muslim Brotherhood is 
expected to remain, for the fore- 
seeable future, the single 
strongest political movement, but 


ty led by former Royal Court 
chief and the King’s former poli- 
tical advisor Adnan Abu Odeb. 

But most observers believe that 
the centrists will face great obsta- 
cles in mobilising support in a 
country and region accustomed to 
parties based on ideologies, such 
as pan-Arabism, Ba'athism, 
socialism, communism, or politic- 


4 ‘The mainstream 
of the Arab World 
thinks of democra- 
cy as political plur- 
alism and free elec- 
tions. This is our 
model in Jordan. 


al Islam. 

“Pragmatism and centrism will 
be hard to sell to a population 
used to the sloganeering of the 
cold war era,” said one observer. 
“The end of ideology has not yet 
reached Jordan.” 

Mr. Abu Odeb, now serving as 
Jordanian ambassador to foe Un- 
ited Nations, argues that “we 
badly need a centrist party, not 
only in Jordan but all over the 
region. Ideological parties were 
bound to be extremist, and we 
have had these parties for a long 
time. This was not strange in the 
cold war era, but now there must 
be a change of approach.” 

“The people of the Arab 
World have no other version of 
democracy except the Western 
model. If certain governments 
and leaders believe otherwise, 
that is their opinion, but foe 
mainstream of foe Arab World 
thinks of democracy as political 
pluralism and free elections. This 


meat of the Islamic Action Party, 
an umbrella organisation to 
group all Islamist and like- 
minded parties, is expected to 
clash on ideological, political and 
cultural grounds with the Prog- 
ress and Justice Party and other 
secular parties. 

WhQe foe Muslim Brotherhood 
has already established grassroots 
support over the past 40 years, 
embryonic secular parties have 
yet to rally significant support 
from liberals and moderates, 
most of whom have never been 
involved in an organised political 
party. 

“To many chiefs” 

“We have too many chiefs and 
too few Indians,” a prominent 
independent parliamentarian 
commented about the more than 
60 parties that have applied for 
licensing by die Ministry of In- 
terior. “Unless some of these 
parties unite into a front, they 
will be no match for the Muslim 
Brotherhood and other Islamists 
in the next election.” 

The National Charter, en- 
dorsed last year by a 2,000-strong 
Jordanian national congress rep- 
resenting all political trends in foe 
country, launched the formal pro- 
cess of political pluralism and set 
guidelines for the return to multi- 
party politics after a gap of nearly 
three decades. 

The strength of the charter, 
drafted and signed by a diverse 
60-member commission 
appointed by King Hussing, 
stems from the fact that all parti- 
cipants made compromises on 
long-held views, and committed 
themselves to a set of common 
principles that must be respected 
by all future governments and all 
new laws. 

King Hussein floated foe idea 
of the charter soon after 1989 


anti-government street agitation 
shocked Jordan, prompting him 
to revive Parliament and hold foe 
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Pro min ent party members were 

allowed to ran as individuals in 
foe poll, in which Muslim 
Brotherhood candidates and their 
sym pathis ers won 36 out of foe 80 
seats in the House. A year later 
their candidate became House 
speaker, and in 1990 five Muslim 
Brotherhood members joined foe 
government for the first time 
since Jordan's creation in 1923. 
Their inclusion in the government 
was seen as a victory for Jordan’s 
ability to peacefully incorporate 
major treads in government and 
to integrate Islamist political 
sentiment into a pluralistic poli- 
tical system. 

Mami e Action Party 

“The objective of our party is 
social justice, personal freedoms, 
a united Arab World, and demo- 
cratic shura (power-sharing and 
consultation),” said Mr. Raif 
Nijm, deputy bead of the Islamic 
Action Party. The party is 
spearheaded by the Muslim 
Brotherhood and hopes to be an 
umbrella organisation for all 
Islamist and lik-minded parties. 

“Democratic shura means that 
all parties that win in the elec- 
tions (i.e. secure a certain num- 
ber of seats in Parliament) will 
share in power. Democracy in the 
West is a dictatorship whereby 
one party rales at foe expense of 
other parties that win a certain 
amount of support from the peo- 
ple. We have a broader concept 
of democracy," said Mr. Najim. 

“We are lagging behind the 
West, and if we do not learn their 
technology we will remain be- 
hind. Bnt we should not take 
everything from them which con- 
tradicts our values. We should 
not accept Western policies that 
may be against out interests,” 
Mr. Nijm said. 


The other leading parties are 
f spiyrprf to include conservative 
nationalist Jordanian groups, lef- 
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Ba’athists (sympathetic to Syria, 
Iraq, or both), ex-communists, 
liberal democrats, centrists, and 
environmentalists. 

Among the centrist parties are 
the Constitutional Party led by 
former House speaker Suleiman 
Arar and the Unionist Democra- 
tic Party led by Dr. Jamal Shaer, 
a p romin ent political and former 

“Democracy In the 
West Is a dicta- 
torship whereby 
one party roles at 
the expense of 
other parties that 
win a certain 
amount of support 
from the people. 
We hare a broader 
concept of demo- 
cracy.” 

Cabinet member. 

Dr. Shaer is one of several 
prominent politicians working to 
merge a handful of smaller cen- 
trist parties into a stronger group- 
ing that could compete more 
effectively against pasties on the 
left and right of foe political 
spectrum. “The aim now is to 
merge with other parties in order 
to create a strong, united party, 
.instead of dozens of small, weak 
parties,” be said in a recent press 
interview. 

Among foe groups he seeks to 
merge with are the Unionist 
Liberals, the Jordanian National 
Democrats, foe Arab Unionists, 
and the Democratic Forum. 

The Jordanian nationalist par- 


ties indude Ahd (Convene 
led by Abdul-Hadi Majafi, a ^ 
mer police chief and a lea*™ 
member of one nf loTfkn*. Tr 6 


gest tribes. 6 

Sultan Hattab, a comrovenjal 
journalist who made headlines by 
giving an interview to Israel tele. *J| 
vision in Madrid last year, has 
already announced foe setting u p 
of a “Jordanian Greens Party * 
Ahmad Oweidi Abbadi, an inde- 
pendent member of Parliament 
has established another conserva- 
tive party called “AlUmma" (the 
nation). 

Observers agree that at the end 
of the day the main political ' 
battle will be between foe fun- 
daxnentalist Islamists and the ! 
pragmatist secularists, regardless 
'of their political labels. The gov- 
ernment and the regime am 
maintaining a strict silence on the • 
issue but are believed to favour 
the secularists who are helplessly 
divided despite the common chaj- 1 
lenge represented by the Islam- 
ists. 

The results of three recent elec- 
tions in Jordan dearly indicates 
the open nature of foe system^ 
and the intense political competi- 
tion underway between the main 
groups. Candidates of the Islam- 
ist movements won 72 per cent of 
the votes cast for the 80-member 
student council at the University 
of Jordan, but municipal council 
elections in foe northern dty of 
Irbid saw the Islamist bloc 
trounced, with 11 of the 12 seats 
gping to a “reformist bloc” com- 
prising traditional community 
leaders and technocrats. Nation- 
wide polling for the administra- 
tive committee of the land trans- 
port mid mechanics union re- 
sulted in a massive win by the 
reform-oriented liberals and cen- 
trists, with Islamist candidates 
taJdng just nine of the 77 posts. 

Rami Khouri is on a four-week 

leave. * 


Yemen expands educational opportunities for girls 



A project in Yemen will increase 
girls’ access to education, espe- 
rially in rural areas, and lay the 
foundation for improving the 
quality of education in grades six 
through 11. A credit of Special 
Drawing Rights (SDR) 14.5 mil- 
lion (119.7 million) from the In- 
ternational Development Asso- 
ciation (IDA) will help finance 
the project. 

Almost all Yemeni boys are 
enrolled in school, but only about 
two in five -Yemeni girls are en- 
rolled. According to Alfonso de 
Guzman, a world Bank staff 
member who helped the govern- 
ment prepare the project, specific 
steps need to be taken to encour- 
age families in rural areas to send 
their daughters to school - 

For cultural reasons, many 
families send their daughters to 
school only if girls are taught in 
classrooms that are separate from 
boys. So hundreds of classrooms 
for girts will be added to existing 
schools. 

Families ate also reluctant to 
send girls to schools if lessons are 
taught by men. To help overcome 
this cultural obstacle to girls' 
education, the government is tak- 
ing several steps to recruit more 
female teachers. 

To strengthen the entire educa- 
tion system, the government will 
train up to 6.000 teachers through 
a “distance" education program- 
me. Television, radio and other 
media will be used, to reach 
teachers in outlying areas and to 
offer them training while they 
hold teaching jobs. 


The government will also set a 
standard, nationwide curriculum, 
develop textbooks free of gender 
bias and introduce standardised 
student achievement tests. 

Mr. de Guzman cites pressing 
reasons for the government to 
launch the project: 

— The student population has 
increased tenfold over the past 20 
years, overburdening the existing 


educational system; 

— Since the Gulf crisis started 
in August 1990, about' 750,000 
Yemenis have returned from 
neighbouring Gulf countries 
where they held a range of jobs.n. 
The influx has exacerbated ex- 
isting housing, health and unem- 
ployment problems, and their 
estimated 200.000 children have 
further swelled the ranks of the 


scho* ’-age population; 

— 'Before the Gulf crisis, 37 
per cent of teachers in Yemen 
were expatriates, mostly from 
Egypt, Sudan and Iraq, and were 
wholly or partially paid in foreign 
currency. Following the onset of 
the crisis, which resulted in a 
changed international political 
climate and drying up of foreign 
income and aid, there was no 
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choice but to terminate the ex- 
patriate teachers’ contracts, leav- 
ing a severe dearth of qualified 
teaching staff. In order to fill the 
vacuum, recent high school 
graduates have been substituting 
temporarily for qualified 
teachers; 

— There is widespread interest 
in providing education for girls, 
particularly in rural areas where 
their educational opportunities 
have traditionally been limited. 

Mr. de. Guzman points out 
that foe Republic of Yemen (Ye- 
men) was formed on May 22, 
1990. The new republic united 
the Yemen Arab Republic 
(YAR) and the People's Demo- 
cratic Republic of Yemen 
(FDRY). The two countries had 
strikingly different economies, 
with YAR’s system based largely 
on market principles and PDRY’s 
system on centralised planning. 
Also the PDRY had a higher 
school enrollment for girls than 
.did the YAR, and the need is 
seen to spread this higher enroll- 
ment countrywide. 

The government will begin im- 
plementing the project at a time 
when the country is suffering 
from the effects of the. Gulf war 
which aggravated the already 
onerous task of merging foe two 
governments. The war also 


harmed the fragile economy of 
Yemen. 

► t j -Before the war, Yemenis work- 
ing in neighbouring Gulf -eoun- 
. Cries had sent home remittances 
of over SI billion annually provid- 
ing the country with one of its 
chief sources of income over the 
past 15 years and its main source 
of foreign exchange. 

An estimated $400 million hai> 
also been lost from trade aixr 
service arrangements with coun- 
tries in the region, and tourism 
which had grossed $45 million a 
year, has dropped off dramatical- 
ly. Grants and concessional loans 
from the former Soviet Union 
and Eastern Eu-opean donors 
have ceased as has much of the 
assistance from traditional West- 
ern sources. Unemployment, 
already on the rise due to slow 
economic growth and the large 
number of people entering the 
labour force each year, is esti- 
mated at 25 per cent. This figure 
does not include the returning 
migrant workers. 

The population of Yemen after 
unification was estimated in 1991 
at about 12 million, roughly 9 
million in the former YAR and 3 
million in the former PDRY. The^ 
GNP per capita of the new coun- 
try is about $550 — World Bank 
News. 


Schools, Eke this one under construction in Yemen; will have separate classrooms Tor gfris 


Lebanese government cracks down before polls 


By Peter Smerdon 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — Lebanon’s Syrian- 
backed government is cracking 
down before the first general 
elections in 20 years to weaken 
opponents before they stoke fires 
of popular unrest.. 

But some diplomats fear such 
tactics could backfire and lead to 
insecurity, which — while prob- 
ably failing to halt the polls — 
might even delay a Syrian army 
withdrawal to eastern Lebanon. 

“These are worrying times... I 
hope the Lebanese fold a safe 
path between two disasters. But 
as has happened before we may 
end up wandering through them 
both,” said a western diplomat. 

“We have growing economic 
pressure and political unrest over 
the elections and withdrawal... X 
doubt we will see a return to civil 
war. But I fear that blood will 
flow in the near future. 

A top Lebanese security offic- 
er, who declined to be named, 
agreed. “I expect some violence 
in foe weeks ahead,” be said. 
“The difficulty is I don’t know 
from which side it will come.” 

Lebanese soldiers overnight 
escorted Samir Geagea, head of 


foe right-wing Christian 
Lebanese Forces (LF), out of his 
Beirut headquarters complex af- 
ter it was seized by troops on 
Saturday. 

Mr. Geagea, the most active 
opponent of plans for elections in 
August and September, conde- 
mned the takeover of his Karan ti- 
na war council as pressure against 
parties opposed to the polls. 

Hundreds of his supporters de- 
monstrated on Saturday at the 
seat of Lebanon’s Christian 
Maronite patriarch north of 
Beirut. Four were hurt when 
security forces fired to disperse 
crowds. 

The army said it was a pre- 
viously-agreed measure and part 
of a government campaign to 
extend its own authority at the 
expense of several parties, includ- 
ing some which support the elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Geagea and Maronite Pat- 
riarch Nasrallah Boutros Sfeir 
’head the opposition to elections, 
arguing they cannot be free be- 
fore Syrian troops leave Beirut 
and other areas for. eastern 
Lebanon. 

The opposition also includes 
followers of exiled Christian rebel 
General Michel Aonn and 


General Antoine Lahd,- comman- 
der of the Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia 
which holds Israel’s self-declared 
“security zone” buffer strip in the 
south. 

Mr. Geagea last month lost a 
fight to bead the Falange party, 
Lebanon’s largest Christian poli- 
tical party, winch has since failed 
to throw its hill weight against the 
general election. 

The government says Lebanese 
troops will provide security for 
the polls. President Elias Hrawi is 
determined that they take place - 
as scheduled on August 23, Au- 
gust 30 and September 6. 

The elections were set in three 
stages — northern and eastern 
Lebanon, Beirut and Mount 
Lebanon, and the south — as the 
government needs time to move 
its troops around the country. 

The Syrian army is due to leave 
Beirut and other areas and rede- 
ploy to eastern Lebanon’s Befcaa 
Valley in September as part of a 
pact of put a durable end to 
Lebanon’s 15-year civil war. 

But in a warning to foe Christ- 
ian opposition, Syrian Vice Presi- 
dent Abdel Halim Khaddam has 
said that Syrian troops might stay 
in Beirut beyond September if 


foe elections were foiled. 

A one-day general strike called 
by foe opposition in a first step 
against foe polls on Thursday 
closed down Christian areas. 
Hundreds of troops were de- 
ployed in Beirut in case of 
trouble. 

It was the first stoppage since 
riots on May 6 by workers en- 
raged at Lebanon’s economic de- 
cline toppled foe government. 

“In future demonstrations, the 
army will not stand by and allow 
riots like May 6,” warned the 
senior security source. 

. Diplomats are concerned that 
foe opposition to foe elections 
might fink up with popular Mus- 
lim unrest at economic crisis as 
foe Lebanese pound hit new lows 
against foe dollar last week. 

. ‘It would be a nightmare if it 
was orchestrated so people take 
to the streets for political reasons 
in (Christian) east Beirut and 
economic motives in (Muslim) 
west Beirut," a diplomat said. 

“The army would have to 
react... and the government 
might then find it has to ask foe 
Syrians to keep their troops m . 
Beirut to provide security even 
after the elections,” he added. 


LETTERS 

Learned publicity 

To the Editor: 

In your staff reporter Ayman Safadi's article “Minister No 
grounds to take legal action against company that allegedly sold 
AIDS-infected plasma in 1986” (Jordan Times, July 15, 1992), he 
described foe disease as “sexually transmitted.” He also tallied 
the total cases in Jordan to “the total number of registered AIDS 
cases in foe country to 74." 

The reporter is mixing between two issues: IV infection, which 
precedes the dinical picture of AIDS. In addition, he presents the 
mfection/disease as blood prod octs-rela ted in foe title and in most Lj 
of foe text then contradicts it by labelling it as sexually- [‘ 
transmitted disease which is confusing. 

I would like to draw your attention to foe double-edged sword 
effect of the media on this and similar issues. I am for publicity, 
but m a scientific way. 

The scare tactics without scientific justification might have 
unanticipated effects. Our reporters as well as our policy-makers 
need to be educated on the Issue before we go to the public. 

Dr. W. Sfanqaidef, 

Health Services, 

Managem e nt Pr o g ramm e, 

. University of Jordan, 

P-O. Box 13069, 

Amman, 

The Jordan Times welcomes tetters and contributions from its 
\ a ^J abjeCt 80 Leftists intended for 

the writer’s M name ahd 


ISSf? Thl C3rcamstaac ^- Letters are subject to 
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Uproar 
in House 

■ (C ontinued from page 1) 

Tarawneb claimed that this case 
“led tothe bloody riots In (April) 
1989 which is turn brongfat to us 
this atmosphere of democracy.” 
It was a dear reference to the 
riots in the southern part of Jor- 
dan in which citizens called for 
the resignation of Mr. RifaTs 
government. 

Minister of Labour Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, who spoke from 
the deputies"' benches and speci- 
fied that be was speaking as a 
deputy from Maan, where the 
riots protesting fuel price hikes 
began, rejected this assertion and 
said: “Yon are removing the 
dignity of the riots by limiting it 
to a cement road.” 

“1 say what my mind dictates to 
me and not my heart. This case is 
a legal one inasmuch as it is a 
political one,” Mr. Kabanti said. 

Jamal Haddad, also an oppo- 
nent of the committee's- recom- 
mendation, agreed that personal 
• reasons were behind the panel’s 
; decision and pointed out that the 
debate in the House “is making 
- our country look like it is a school 
of embezzlement.” 

However, the main trend in the 
House was that deputies should 
not see their indictment as a final 
. absolute verdict m the carse since 
: .the Higher Council is entrusted 
with that duty. 

Most of the deputies who 
spoke in favour of indictment 
stressed that the House would be 
acting as the prosecutor-general 
in a legal sense but that the final 
verdict lies with the Higher Coun- 
cil. 

“We are not here to weigh out 
the evidence,” Deputy Salim 
Zoubi, a lawyer, told the House. 
“The prosecutor-general's duty, 
when he finds any evidence and 
not necessarily sufficient evi- 
dence, h to refer the accused to 
court for trial.' 1 

Privately many deputies inter- 
viewed by the Jordan Times said 
that it was dear that the commit- 
tee was unable to provide evi- 
dence that would establish that 
there was Dl intent on the part of 
the three officials or that anyone 
of them received money in return 
for awarding the contract. 

“There is no evidence to that 
effect, ’* one deputy who asked 
for anonymity said. But he added 
that many who shared his convic- 
tion also felt “that if there is 
doubt then we should refer it to 
the • court* to’ decide.” 


*. 


Pressure 
on Iraq 

(Continued from page 1) 

of weapons inspections. 

“Only days ago they bad said 
that they would not accept any 
inspection of the Ministry of 
Agriculture building,'’ be said, 
adding a full inspection would 
now take place. 

He said that although Iraq had 
given way in the face of continued 
pressure, it has still failing to 
comply with Security Council re- 
solutions across the board. 

“Pressure would be maintained 
to ensure compliance, taking 
whatever steps might be 
appropriate,” he said. 

Iraq on Monday renewed its 
attacks on the United Nations 
and ceasefire terms. 

Its Defence Ministry newspap- 
er said the world body had capitu- 
lated to Baghdad’s demands and 
the president’s press secretary 
was quoted as saying the Gulf war 
ceasefire terms were written by 
scoundrels. 

Abdul Jabbar Mohsen wrote in 
the ruling Baath Party newspaper 
Al Thawra, “We have nothing 
else to do bnt despite them 
(permanent members of the U.N. 
Security Council) ... and march 
ahead, trampling on their deci- 
sions and the resolutions of their 
council under our feet.” 

‘The United Nations” accept- 
ance of Iraq’s proposals about the 
naming of people who will visit it 
for inspection is a brilliant vic- 
tory,” Prime Minister Moham- 
mad Hamza Al Zubeidi said at a 
meeting of the ruling Baath Party 
in the oO city of Kirkuk. 

“This victory has incarnated 
the solid national will of the 
Iraqis to ... rally around the 
leadership of President Saddam 
Hussein who led the battle ... 
with great courage and wisdom,” 
Mr. Zubeidi said in remarks car- 
ried by the Iraqi News Agency. 

The chief of U.N. weapons 
inspectors said he hoped Bagh- 
dad would now take Security 
Council resolutions seriously. 

Rolf Ekeus, who beads the 
inspectors’ special commission, 
said the Iraqis must show they 
will comply with the Gulf war 
ceasefire resolution that allows 
fall access to U.N. weapons ex- 
perts. 

“We hope that Iraq under- 
stands how seriously the interna- 
tional community is looking on 
that resolution,” Mr. Ekcus told 
British radio in London during a 
stopover. 


After Goebbels diaries, 
search now is on for Hitler’s bones 


BONN (R) — Now that Nazi 
propaganda chief Joseph- Goeb- 
bels 1 diaries have sparked fresh 
interest in the Third Reich, the 
search is on for Adolf Hitler’s 
charred corpse. 

- Two former Soviet intelligence 
agents who daim to have buried 
the remains of Hitler and his wife 
Eva Braun have been searching 
for diem in the eastern German 
city of Magdeburg, Spiegel Tele- 
vision reported Sunday evening. 

They and other agents say the 
remains, whose last resting place 
is one of the mysteries of the 
Third Reich, were antopsied 
twice and reburied at least three 
times, the report said. 

The broadcast followed last 
week’s reports in Britain's Daily 
Mail newspaper of what it said 
were extracts from newly avail- 
able Goebbels diaries. The series 
ran just before the serialisation of 
the same diaries by the Sunday 
Times. 

The broadcast by the television 
arm of the news weekly Der 
Spiegel said the agents, who 
broke decades of silence, be- 
longed to a special unit which 
hoped to take Hitler alive. 

Excavations at a former Soviet 
army base in Magdeburg have not 
unearthed the remains but agents 
Ivan Tereshchenko and Ivan 
Blashcbuk are sure they are 
there, it said. 

Spiegel TV said the remains of 
Hitler and Braun, who killed 
themselves on April 30, 1945, as 
Soviet troops were about to cap- 
ture his Chancellery, were buried 
in Magdeburg in late 1945. 

Victorious Soviet troops sifting 
the nibble of the Fuehrers bunk- 
er came across the charred bodies 
of Hitler and Eva Braun in a 
bomb crater ^near an emergency 
exit, the report said. 

Soviet leader Joseph Stalin 
secretly sent his intelligence chief 
Lavrenti Beria and Foregin 
Minister Vyacheslav Molotov to 
view the bodies, said Spiegel TV. 

Stuffed into a munitions box, 
the remains were brought to a 
Soviet field hospital in the Berlin 
suburb of Buch for autopsies 
three days later, former agent 
Michael Miishtein said. 

“It smelled terribly, it was 
May, everything was in bloom 
and these corpses were beginning 
to rot,” he said. 



Joseph Goebbels 

The autopsy report, found in 
archives of the KGB intelligence 
service, that Spiegel TV frequent- 
ly quoted, said Hitler committed 
suicide with a cyanide capsule 
and not a gun as often stated. 

The agents buried the remains 
in Buch in early July. But grave- 
robbers were caught in the area 
and so the box was reburied in 
S ten dal, north of Magdeburg, 
when the unit moved there. A 
second autopsy was soon 
ordered. 

After the second autopsy con- 
firmed the identity of the re- 
mains, they were moved again 
with the agents’ unit in late 1945, 
this time to Magdeburg, where 
they were buried. 

At the end of World War II, 
Moscow’s official position was 
confused, some Soviet officials 
claiming that Hittier’s body had 
been found and identified by de- 
ntal records, but others quickly 
denied this. 

Some Soviet officials later ac- 
cused Britain of hiding the corpse 
in its occupation zone. Other 
rumours had Hitler being shot by 
German officers while trying to 
flee through Berlin's Hergarten 
Park near the Chancellery. 

Meanwhile, Goebbels' stenog- 
rapher believes the Russians must 
have found the copies of the Nazi 
propaganda chiefs diaries he hid 
in a forest at the end of World 
War n. 

Richard Otte, Goebbels* per- 
sonal stenographer from 1941 to 


1945, told Reuters Sunday he 
churned out *17,000 type-written 
pages based on notes dictated to 
him by the Nazi propagandist. 

As Russian troops advanced 
from the east in 1945, Mr. Otte 
left Berlin by car with colleagues 
to bury microfiche copies of the 
diaries in the woods west' of the 
capital of the reich. 

“There they were found. The 
Russians must have heard about 
it,” said the 85-year-old Otte who 
now lives near Bonn. 

Once copied on to glass micro- 
fiche plates under Mr. Otte’s 
supervision, the missing diaries 
dealing mainly with the war 
period apparently were shipped 
to Moscow, he said. 

He speculated Moscow had not 
wanted to see them published 
because they contained embar- 
rassing information, possibly on 
Sonet dictator Josef Stalin's lack 
of preparedness for the Nazi Ger- 
man invasion in 1941. 

Historians . believe the copies 
from Moscow, now being serial- 
ised by the German magazine 
Der Spiegel and the British Sun- 
day Times newspaper, could fill 
boles in volumes of the diaries 
that are kept at the Munich Insti- 
tute for Contemporary History. 

An official at Germany's 
Federal Government Archieves 
in Koblenz said last week the 
Goebbels diaries in Moscow bad 
been known about since February 
1990, when the head of the Soviet 
archive gave an interview to 
Izvestia newspaper. 

They were closely studied for 
the first time in March this year 
by Elke Froehlicb of the Munich 
Institute, which had received 
parts of the diaries from east 
Germany over the years. 

Mr. Otte, who accompanied 
Hitler’s chief propagandist every- 
where and took daily notes for 
the -diaries, said Goebbels told 
him be planned to publish them 
in book form after the war. 

“He certainly did not want 
them to rot away in some secret 
archive,” Mr. Otte, said. “As the 
military situation became critical 
we were told to put important 
documents on microfiche so they 
could easly be removed from 
Berlin if necessary.” 

An assistant took over the job 
of recording Goebbels' thoughts 
and Mr. Otte started in January 


1945 to supervise the glass plate 
copying of the type-written pages 
at the ministry. 

Many carbon copies of the 
17,000 pages were shredded and 
the originals taken to the Reich 
Chancellery. They were to be 
transported to the Nazi dictator's 
stronghold in the Bavarian Alps, 
bnt Mr. Otte did not know if this 
was ever done. 

He said he had little time to 
shred all the carbon copies and 
tried to born some of them in the 
ministry’s central heating stove. 
A few thousand copies, still bun- 
dled together, withstood the fire, 
were recovered and later pub- 
lished in West Germany. 

But Mr. Otte said: “The glass 
plates were the core.” 

Goebbels hired Mr. Otte, then 
a news conference stenographer, 
in 1941 after realising that writing 
the diaries himself was taking too 
much time — op to an hour a day. 

Mr. Otte also began typing out 
Goebbels’ old band-written diary 
notes, which he said he found 
difficult to read. 

“I always had to be his dispos- 
al,” the tiny, grey-haired pen- 
sioner reminisced, saying he 
sometimes slept on a couch in his 
own office at the Propaganda 
Ministry after working late. 

Mr. Qtte said he detected no 
change in Goebbels’ business-like 
behaviour as the war started to go 
badly for the Nazis. “He always 
showed self-control. He did not 
show any fear,” he said. 

In mid-April 1945, Goebbels 
took his wife and six children to 
Hitler's bunker, where they later 
all committed suicide. Otte last 
saw Goebbels shortly before Hit- 
ler’s birthday on April 20. 

“He told me: ‘Herr Otte, I now 
relieve you of your duties. Go 
underground in Berlin and stay 
away from the fighting. When it is 
over report to me again’,” Mr. 
Otte said. 

“He seemed optimistic bnt I 
don’t know how long he believed 
in such a possibility.’’ 

But Mr. Otte did not obey the 
last order. “It was clear to me 
that I would never escape the 
Russians if I stayed in Berlin.” 

A war leftroee, he fled and 
later moved to Bonn. He became 
a stenographer in the West Ger- 
man parliament before retiring in 
1971. 


Iran offers aid 


(Continued Grom page' 1) 

Thursday with his Iranian coun- 
terpart, Al> Larijani, and called 
for cultural relations to be up- 
graded. 

Mr. Larijani, who was 
appointed minister of culture and 
Islamic guidance earlier this 
month, told Mr. Suleyman that 
“Sudan is a good base for the 
propagation of Islam in Africa.” 
Sudan, facing fuel shortages 


and rising consumer prices, rein-' 
traduced petrol rationing Mon- 
day and started selling basic 
goods at controlled prices. 

Long queues at petrol stations 
in the last four days forced the 
government to impose rationing, 
almost three months after it bad 
abolished the curbs and lifted 
petrol subsidies, pushing the 
prices up by 60 per cent. 

Under the new rationing. 


motorists are allowed (15. litres) 
.of petrol a day while public trans- 
port vehicles get 38 litres at the 
unchanged price of 110 pounds 
($1) a gallon 3.8 litres. 

The Sudan News Agency 
(SUNA) quoted Energy and Min- 
ing Minister Othman Abdul 
Wahab as blaming the shortages 
on transport problems from Port 
Sudan, the country's main sea 
outlet to Khartoum. 

Mr. Wahab did not elaborate. 

In another measure, the gov- 
ernment said the country’s coop- 


eratives would from Monday start 
selling basic consumer goods at 
controlled prices to comabt rising 
prices. 

The government had intro- 
duced widespread liberalisation 
measures in February, including 
the lifting of subsidies on essen- 
tial goods like sugar and wheat. 

In recent days the prices of 
some goods shot up by 100 per 
cent which prompted the govern- 
ment last week to order efforts to 
strengthen the cooperative move- 
ment to help bring prices down. 


JOWFE 





Sales/Services Engineers 
Speciality Oilfield Chemicals 
28/28 schedule 

JOWFE, a leading supplier of oilfield chemicals in 
Libya, solicits applications from suitably qualified 
engineers with minimum five years extensive experi- 
ence in: 

1. Efficient procedures of applying various treating 
chemicals such as corrosion and scale inhibitors, 
demulsifiers, brocides, etc. 

2. Proficiency in various fields and laboratory equip- 
ment and methods of analysis. 

3. Preparing technical proposals for trial injection of 
new products for performance evaluation purposes. 

4. Preparing and executing training programmes for 
local engineers on both theoretical and applied 
aspects of oilfield treating chemicals. 

Successful applicants will be offered an attractive 
package, including tax-free salary, furnished accom- 
modation, food allowance, free medical treatment in 
Libya and a return ticket to the country of origin after 
each field break. 

Applications, including a detailed CV, a recent photo, 
and copies of the relevant education and experience 
certificates should be sent personally to: 

AL MASA ADVERTISING AGENT 

Gardens St., Faris Building, 6th floor office #3. 

For more information, please call 
697676 




JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FRE1GH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAMEAR &SON5 

60*676 604696 
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,1115 CORKS NK SSlGt 5 EH 1 SE 5 

YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN-. 

☆ Kais Drydean, 1 Hr. Sendee 
* Shoes repair ☆ Engraving 
■fr Keys Seivice 

6Uptoistry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning ' 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
,\^ 828163 



i'Dcwii^.-.ycwr tcSayr fHm 'at 

* 45W r®*T ilafJM'srdK 

msnt 2D* 30 /. 

V :'«K r • ‘s-c '■■■.- 

/gfctoJC J .-y 


P.OJtox 2206 Amman, Jordan 
Off the 2nd Circle. Amman 


AQABA 


Z 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

. Tel: 03-314415 



4 Rent S- Sale 

-Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale - furnished 
or unfurnished* 

- Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605, 810609 
Fax: 810520 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 


DDj^QQ 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


The first & beat 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
AhtiyyahJjirls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:3Q-Midnight 

Tet. 638966 


pcv'l JVC \ T it UR ANT 




' CHEN'S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
, Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities/ 

Open daily 12:0Q - 3:30 
p.m. \ 

s. 6:30 - Midnight > 




TAIWAN TOUKISM0 


New manag em ent by| 

Mr* Chen. D. HL 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

■Jabal Amman-3rd Circle! 

641093 m J 




1 MANDARIN RESTAURANT 
Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

|Opea llJn-3:30 A 6.-00-U:30 cbify\ 

Taka away is avaibbta 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 



Vnce Tasted 
Always Loud 


Terrace 

Restaurant 


International Dishes 
& Spanish Specialities 



Open Lunch & Dinner 

Jabal Amman - 3rd CSrde 
For Rworvafrm Tel 813060 -l 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 

Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAKOTEL 

|)^2«jlll= 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P 0. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 






Nightly At Hotel’s Bar 
Tel. 665121 
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Nigel Mansell 


Mansell, cruising to title, 
is anxious about 1993 


HOCKENHEIM (R) — Nigel 
Mansell may be enjoying a com- 
fortable cruise towards his first 
world drivers' championship but 
uncertainty over his future is 
undermining his and the Williams 
team's plans for 1993. 

The Briton, whose victory in 
Sunday's German Grand Prix 
means he has won eight of the 10 
races' this year in his Renault- 
powered Williams, knows his 
place as the undisputed number 
one driver with the team next 
year is under threat from the 
possible arrival of Alain Prost. 

The Frenchman, enjoying a 
year's, “sabbatical" after being 
dismissed by Ferrari at the end of 
last season, has said he is certain 
to be back in formula one next 
season with a top team. 

On Sunday. Prost reportedly 
said his exact destination for next 
year would be revealed within 
two weeks and that he was 
already back in full training and 
feeling fit and strong. 

Informed gossip in the paddock 
unanimously agrees his only 
possible return can be with Wil- 
liams as equal number one with 
Mansell — and that is why the 
3S-year-oid Englishman is feeling 
anxious as be approaches his first 
title win. 

He needs only one more vic- 
tory to clinch the championship 
after extending his career total to . 
a new British record of 29 Sun-’ 
day. However, he admitted after, 
the race: 

“I feel very deflated sometimes 
that I am in this position. I am 
trying not to let it worry me by 
just getting on with the job in 
hand on the track. 

“But when you are in the 
position of approaching the finest 
hour of your life and your career 
and there is this great air of 
uncertainty... 

"I cannot be comfortable in 
this situation, but I've been told 
to say nothing. 

“But I can tell you if it was up to 
n;e, I'd keep the same team 
together as it is." 

Mansell has made it known he 
wants the Wiliams team to keep 
the uncomplaining Italian veteran 
Riccardo Patrese as his partner in 
a new-look “super team" for 


1993. 

In the past, all attempts to 
build such super teams have 
failed with Prost notably falling 
out with Mansell at Ferrari in 
1990 and with Senna at McLaren 
in 1989. 

The Frenchman is widely 
known as an adroit pitiane politi- 
cian and it is this influence which 
Mansell fears most, believing 
Prost may turn sections of the 
Anglo-French Williams-Renault 
alliance in his favour. 

But Mansell, as he admitted 
before the German Grand Prix, 
recognises there are commercial 
forces in Formula One winch may 
determine the team's decisions on 
next year's drivers’ line-np. 

“I could have signed a contract 
with Williams for 1993 as long 
ago as the Mexican Grand Prix,” 
he said. “But the deal on offer 
then was not quite what I wanted. 

“I needed to know the full 
story and I needed to know pre- 
cisely what I was getting into.'' 

Mansell added: “You must 
understand that the Williams 
team has no major backers in the 
way that Mclaren has support... 

“In this day and age. I under- 
stand that financial and business 
criteria have to be taken into 
consideration in connection with 
every decision that is made be- 
cause Grand Prix racing is now 
the most expensive sport in die 
world." '■ 

With Mansell uncertain about 
his future and Japanese Honda, 
which makes engines for 
McLaren, reportedly poised to 
pull out of Formula One, there 
could be a whole host of changes 
in the line-up for next year to be 
announced in the next month. 

Hie Honda decision is due in 
August as are Prost ’s announce- 
ment about his future and a 
promised statement by defending 
world champion Ayrton Senna 
about his plans for 1993. The 
Brazilian, who drove brilliantly to 
steer his McLaren to second place 
Sunday, indicated his decision 
will be linked to Honda’s. 

But he was direct about his 
hopes in this year’s title race. 
“What championship?" he said. 
“It is all over now and we know 
it." 


Dethroned Olympic champion to retire 

BARCELONA (R) — Britain's Adrian Moorhouse retired from 
top level competition after being dethroned as Olympic 100 metre 
breaststroke champion Sunday. Moorhouse told reporters he 
could not believe it when he looked round at the end of the final 
and saw he had trailed in last. American Nelson Dieble won the 
gold medal. “As far as my career at the top level is concerned I 
accept that’s it now. This was my last major race," he said. 
Moorhouse' set five world records and won four European titles 
as well as the gold medal in the 1988 Seoul Olympics. 
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SEEING SHOULDN'T BE BELIEVING 
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he bidding: 

7e& North East South 

0 Dfal 4 0 4 ? 

'ass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of 0 
In tournament bridge these days, 
layers preempt just because it's 
irir turn. That can rebound when 
forces the opponents into a game 
iey would not reach under their 
gro siPflm To illustrate what we 
ioan, consider this band from a 
Kent team mateb- 
We have seen more horrendous 
pemng preempts than West's, but 
■e can’t remember where or when- 
forth stretched a little for his vul- 
p-r ftWio takeout double end, when 
last raised diamonds. South could 


not be blamed far bidding four 
hearts. 

With only 20 high -card points in 
the combined holding, four hearts 
was hardly a happy contract How- 
ever, every card is right and, as long 
as declarer plans to take two heart 
finesses, clearly indicated on the 
bidding, four hearts should roll 
borne. 

However, there is no law, written 
or otherwise, that says a good de- 
fender must submit to -what the 
fates have in -store. East sow what 
would happen with passive defense, 
so set out' to create a false picture of 
the hand. 

After winning the ace of dia- 
monds, East shifted to the ace of 
chibs and continued with the deuce! 
This simple ploy left declarer with 
an unhappy prospect. While the 
odds favored a 3-1 trump break, 
there was always the possibility that 
West's singleton was a high honor. 
It looked to all the world that East 
was short in chibs, so if a trum p 
finesse lost to Weal; a- dub return 
would allow East to raff for a one- 
trick set. 

Declarer captured East’s queen of 
chibs with the king and led the ten 
of trumps from the table. East 
played low smoothly and. after 
much thought, declarer cboee to rise 
with the ace— down one. Wefl done. 


OLYMPIC GAMES ROUNDUP 


Japan beats U.S. in volleyball; 
Unified Team tops medals list 


BARCELONA (AP) — Japan 
beat the United States in vol- 
leyball a day after they actually 
played, aid Chinese 13-year-old 
Fu Mingxia Monday was poised 
to win a gold medal in platform 
diving. 

In separate developments at 
the summer games, Yuri Fedkine 
of the Unified Team won -the 
men’s air rifle gold medal. Franck 
Badkm of Prance was second and - 
Germany’s Riederer took third. 

Medal sets also were on the 
Line in five swimming races, 
men's and women's heavyweight 
judo, and weightlifting in the 
bantamweight (56-kilogram) 
class. 

Japan lost to the defending 
Olympic champions Sunday afteT 
apparently failing to hold match 
point in the fourth set. 

But after the U.S. won the 
fourth and fifth sets, Japanese 
coach Seiji Oko complained that 
U.S. player Bob Samuelson 
should have been ejected at that 
match point after he got a second 
caution for yelling at officials. 


Since an ejection also costs the 
offending team one point, the 
match should have ended there. 

The International Volleyball- 
Association Monday- agreed. 
Federation President Ruben 
Acosta said rules were broken 
“clearly and indisputably," and 
gave Japan the fourth set, 15-13. 

The U.S. team, seeking its 
third straight Olympic title, still 
seems likely to advance to the 
quarterfinal round. 

In men's gymnastics. China 
placed first Monday in the com- 
pulsories with a score of i 14.425. 
The Unified Team was second in 
the morning session at 114.300: 
Germany -third at 114.200: Japan 
fourth at 114.175, and foe United 
States fifth at 113.775. 

In men's basketball, medal 
contender Lithuania beat Vene-- 
zuela 87-79 ; Puerto Rico, which 
lost by 40 points to Australia 
Sunday, downed China, 100-68. 

China took an early lead in foe 
medal race with four — one gold 
and three bronze — after Sun- 


day’s events. But the Unified 
Team, which as the Soviet Union 
won the most medals in 1988, led 
th.e gold tally with three. 

Surprise goldd medalists Sun- 
day were Australian cyclist 
Kathryn Watt, South Korean 
shooter Yeo Kab-Soon and U.S. 
swimmer Nelson Diebel. 

No surprise from U.S. basket- 
ball's all-star team. They began 
their expected, stroll to a gold 
medal with a 116-48 drubbing of 
Angola- 

Teammates of U.S. sprinteT 
Carl Lewis say he's almost certain 
to run in the U.S. 400-metre 
relay, even though he foiled to 
qualify at last month's Olympic 
trials. 

Dennis Mitchell, foe U.S. 100- 
metre champion, said coach Mel 
Rosen, who has insisted he would 
use foe top four finishers at the 
qualifying trials, “is going every- 
thing in bis power to get Carl 
on." 

Lewis said this week that he 
was sick during the time trials, 
but now is healthy. 


MEDALS TABLE 


BARCELONA (R) — Otyrepk* 
medals table oa the second day at 
events Monday (tabulate nder — 
gold, silver, brans): 


CIS 
China 
U.S. 

Bulgaria 
Hungary 
Germany 
Australia 
S. Korea 
France 
Sweden 
Italy 
Finland 
Netherlands 0 
Romania 
Yugoslavs 


0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mota pulls out of Olympics 

OPORTO, Portugal (R) — Portuguese marathon runner Rosa 
Mota said Monday she hoped to pursue top-level competition 
despite being unable to defend her title at the Barcelona Olympics 
because of a muscle injury. “Even though I am 34, I still feel 
strong and still feel like running and winning," a pale-looking 
Mota told a news conference in the northern city of Oporto. “All 
athletes have injuries and physical problems." Mota, former 
world and European champion, announced at the weekend she 
was pulling out of the games after the injury had prevented her 
from training for several days. “At the moment I don’t know if I 
would have a 50 per cent chance of winning or even a 50 per cent 
chance of finishing," she said. “It's very nice being in the Olympic 
Games and just taking part, but that’s not enough for me." 

Chinese gymnastics pair penalised 

BARCELONA (R) — Chinese gymnasts La Li and Zhang Xia 
were penalised Monday for wearing leotards which breached 
competition regulations in the women's team event. The Chinese 
team were docked 0.20 points fay the International Gymnastics 
Federation (FIG). Olympic officials said minor details of the 
leotards worn by the two women in Sunday's compulsory 
exercises did not conform to FIG regulations, which decree that 
the costumes must be uniform in cut, material and~size. They did - 
not specify bow foe regulations were, infringed. Lu was China's 
best-placed gymnast at 10th. The penalties make no difference to 
foe team standings. China are lying fourth going into Tuesday's 
optional exercises. Czechoslovak Dariiela Bartova was penalised 
0.10 points for a similar offence. She is competing only as an 
individual after Czechoslovakia failed to gain one of the 12 team 
qualifying places. Bartova was lying 76th in foe standings. 
Individuals are allowed to take part in the team event to try to 
qualify for the all-round and apparatus finals later this week. 

Canadian boardsailor breaks leg 

BARCELONA (R) — The Olympic dreams of Canadian 
boardsailor Murray McCaig were shattered when he broke a leg 
in a bicycle collision with a police car. McCaig, 22, collided with 
the car lo the Olympic Village Sunday, a team mate said. “It’s 
pretty fad luck and Murray’s pretty fed up," said Richard Clarke, 

.a reserve on the Canadian yachting team. He said McCaig, a 
student from Winnipeg, had a broken fibula and had no chance of 
taking part. He will not be replaced in the event. 


Artymova suspended after dope test 

BARCELONA (R) — Russian Natalya Artymova, world number 
one over 1,500 metres last year, has been suspended following a 
positive dope test at foe Oslo Grand Prix athletics meeting on July 
4. Internationa] Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF) spokes- . 
woman Jayne Pearce, speaking from London, said Monday 
Artymova was suspended pending a hearing by her national 
federation. She declined to say what drug was involved. Athletes 
are liable to suspensions of up to four years for doping offences. 
Artymova, who has not been included in the CIS Olympic team, 
was foe world's leading 1,500 runner last year. She missed the 
1991 Tokyo World Championships after dec linin g to run in the 
national championships. 

German team overcomes east-west divide 

BONN (R) — An early German gold medal for Olympic cycling 
was proof athletes from former east and west have successfully 
merged as a united team. President Richard Von Wetzsaedcer 
said Monday. “It is a good sign," Mr. Von Weizsaecker told 
German Radio in Barcelona after the victory over world 
champions Italy in foe men's 100-km team time trial Sunday. 
Team mates Bemd Dittert and Uwe Peschel from eastern Berlin 
and Christian Meyer and Michael Rich from foe western town of 
Freiburg docked two hours one minute 39 seconds. After visiting 
German athletes; the presickmt disfote8ed suggest5l[>h§^hat e^t- ’ *“ ! . 
west tensions that surfaced at foeWinfefc blympicsteAfoertvilte’ 1 3|: 
could recur. “We don't want to talk Jtjgqut the pij^qis of foe 
past, we want to be happy that things *re diffe rent 'today , ” ho. 
said. “I believe foe athletes here have got past some great 
.problems at foe beginning and now feel themselves as one team. I 
think that’s great,” 

Novacek wins Dutch Open 

HILVERSUM, Netherlands (R) — Czechoslovak Karel Novacek 
won the Dutch Men’s Tennis Open foi; foe second time in four 
years, using superior groundstrokes and fitness to beat Spain’s 
Jordi Arrese 6-2 fi-3 2-6 7-5. Novacek, ranked 23rd in the world, 
established his advantage early, breaking his opponent’s serve in 
foe opening games of both the first and second sets. The 
Spaniard, ranked 27th in the world, rebounded in the third set, 
finding deeper shots to disrupt Novacek's rhythm and breaking 
back twice. But in the final set, as foe baseline rallies got longer, 
foe 27-year-old from Barcelona could not' keep pace with the 
more powerful Czechoslovak. 


Peanuts 


THERE! STAND OUT IN THE 
RAIN LIKE I HAD TO WHEN 
YOU LEFT ME SITTING ON 
YOUR STUPID PLANE ! 


I HOPE YOU AND YOUR 
PLANE GET 50AKING WET! 


PLANE? I THOUGHT THIS 
WAS FORT ZINDERNEUF.. 



Andy Capp 


LETS SET OVER 
Tt>THEPU&AMC>. 
'HWEABlTOE. 1 
FUN, EH; PET- 




Mutt'll' Jeff 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JULY 28, 1992 ^ 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Canon Fighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
is a good day to get together with 
friends and to arrange whai yon 
can do to have greater acand 
between you and existing impor- 
tant ties. Show that you value- 
co-workers who are doing well. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Get 
into those intimate dreams tor ex- 
pansion that motivates you and do 
something positive about making 

them come true, then steer dear of 
a new intrigue. 

TAURUS: (April 20 To May 20) 

Let an understanding friend know 
what can be done best to attain s 
cherished longing but tonight avoid 
bringing up an old discussion with 
mate. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
During the daytime get out in foe 
world and forget yourself in being 
of service at vocation or in a public 
work while tonight, keep out of foe 
limelight. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A new course of action is 
just that what you need and can 
use to your advantage during the 
daytime but tonight keep away 
from routines drudgeries. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
can approach whatever your prac- 
tical problems are in a well round- 
ed and satisfactory manner daring 
the day while tonight avoid expert- , 
sive pleasures. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A fine day to reach an agree- 
ment with a sensitive And under 


5 fl»wrflng partner while in the even- 
ing you need to be careful not to 
hurt family’s feelings. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) chance today to make 
your environment so attractive fat 
yon can be happier, get better 
action while there hut in the even- 
ing avoid accidents while in mo- 
tion. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) It should be a breeze for 
you to have a good time or make 
arrangements for such before the 
sun goes down then steer dear of 
dymagft to p r op er ty. 

SAGITTARIUS; (November 22 to 
December 21) Your day to go 
along with what your family desires 
as their judgment is better than 
youis and tonight do nothing in 
which you take any ride. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You know exactly 
what to say In any communications 
that pleases correspondents and 
puts your point across while 
tonight avoid a secret worry. 
AQUARIUS; (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Take some time out to plan 
a future campaign of action to gain 
some private aim that is important 
to you and tonight do go after a 
personal wish. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You can make rapid strides in 
gaining foe things which are vital to 
your happiness after which don't 
try to make a hit in public or you 
may fall. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 





"Someday I'll need a CAT-scan and all 
they’ll find inside .me is a big pile 
of broken dreams.” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WOR^hAME " ' 
|« by H6rift Arnold and BobXee 


r 

LISEA 



j 

'"■"v 




BLYUI 




LU 




FLUTI 

3 


_ 






DRIVEA 


□ 


rr 


WHAT HAPPBHEU? 
WHEN SHE ASKED? 
HMA TO TAKE OUT 
THE GARBAGE. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


HE ^xmxr -n 


Yesterday's 


RANCH 

tthsy 
THE "GUM-SUNGER 


(Answers Monday) 
SLEIGH MURMUR 


Jumbles GRIB 1 
Answer What they called that dentist in the old West — 


THE Daily Crossword by Hugh M. Cleveland 


ACROSS 
1 Physical effort 
5 Scatter 
10 Tiny amount 

14 Suit to — 

15 Papal crown 

16 " — Camera'' 

17 Enda 

20 Certain held 
people 

21 On — with 

22 Cross or herring 

23 Sharpen 
25 Guides 
29 Despises 

32 Mine or Bates 

33 Ranee's garb 

34 Early times 
38 lend 

40 Possesses 

41 Best out 

42 Vincent Lopez 
theme song 

43 Slope 
45 Flag 

47 Sound quatty 

48 Patriotic gp. 

49 Mata- 

51 Heat sources 
56 End 

59 — gobraghl 
GO Like an oW 
woman 

61 — benAttem 

62 Serpent's tooth 

63 CftnHng plant 
94 Pinochle. term'' 

DOWN 

1 Cleanse ' 

2 Preminger 

3 Antique cars 

4 Held 

5 Produces 
dramas 

8 Type of floor or- 
well 

7 Dam HU 

8 Period of note 

9 Pale 

10 Scatter 

11 Pro — 

12Gen. Bredtey 
13 Remuneration 
*i 8 Red deer 
.19 A Boone 

23 King oLJudea 



Rphn n—m id 


24 Ended 

25 Byway 

26 Homer narrative 
.27 Sip 

28 Yolso — ‘ l 
.29 IndMduafpljHTt 
••• of a done 

30 Ireland's De 
Valera 
SI Beam 
.33 Hasao of the 
movies- 

35 Vega, for one 

37 Finch 

38 " — of thieves'* 

39 Hostel 

44 Made a 
necklace - 

45 Keg * 

48 tt rwer 

48 Consisting of. 
two 

49 queen of the 
5oK?abta 


Yesterday*! Pazrie Solved: 


nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn rrinnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nun 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
Finn nnnn nrnnn 
funnnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


62 Eden dweller 
. — ~ 53 SoBd 

51 Substance used 54 Environmental 
. m making glass. * auOj. 


55 Fancy button 

56 limp's k&i 

57 Bar Ml 

58 Unit . 


* 
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3.93 

3.93 

10.07 
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7,480 

1,560 

1.050 

1.060 

500 

2.500 

2.500 

2.500 

3,003 

2.000 

1.950 

1.950 

29.497 

3.910 

2.640 

2.830 

33,033 

1.140 

1.150 

1.240 

7,104 

1.070 

1.000 

1.000 

32.193 

3.060 

3.130 

3.170 

157,350 

3.100 

3.U5P 

3.260 

0,000 

114.000 114.000 113.000 

! m 

2.450 

2.4EO 

2.450 

| 2,050 

2.650 

3.650 

2.650 

030 

1.350 

1.270 

1.270 

1 8.850 

4.000 

4.000 

4.050 

49,150 

1.330 

1.340 

1.330 

130,097 

1.560 

1.500 

1.570 

370 

0.260 

0.270 

0.270 

' 1 4,021 

0.960 

0.970 

0.99Q 

6,790 

0.930 

0.930 

0.940 

3,450 

0.680 

0.690 

0.590 

i 4,057 

1.520 

1.500 

1.500 

’ 3,432 

2.430 

2.450 

2.470 

50,433 

7.650 

7.800 

7.700 

40,040 

9.400 

9.450 

9.360 

62,308 

S.B30 

5.900 

5.920 

45,949 

4.650 

4.650 

4.650 

10.483 

6.650 

6.650 

6.550 

44,713 

3.600 

3.650 

3-550 

16.206 

7.000 

7.100 

7.200 

16,274 

4.650 

4.700 

4.630 

2.475 

0.730 

0.730 

0.760 

225,407 

2.890 

2.910 

2.960 

3,500 

0.560 

0.570 

0.590 

4,956 

4.100 

4.130 

4.130 

39.430 

13.300 

13.450 

13.350 

1,900 

3.800 

3.800 

3.800 

660 

3.350 

3.300 

3. 300 

160 

1.570 

1.600 

1.600 

1.B72 

3.060 

3.120 

3.120 

52,924 

6.460 

6.540 

6.450 

12,600 

3.540 

3.550 

3.590 

40.791 

1.240 

1.240 

1.250 

2,163 

1.770 

1.730 

1.730 

15,546 

0.570 

0.580 

0. 580 

205.078 

5.050 

5.130 

5.070 

226,221 

2.090 

2.140 

2.150 

26,958 

8.300 

0.330 

8.320 

1,041,503 

v< 
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TOKYO — Tokyo shnigged off a discount rate cut to stump to a' 
new six-year closing low. The Nikkei average ended down 124.45 
points at 15,37334. 

SYDNEY — The market closed around its lows after Tokyo 
shares foiled to rally. The All Ordinaries dosed 3.3 points down at 
16063. 

HONG KONG — Overseas sellers wiped out local bargain hunters 
and the Hang Seng dosed near its mtrada y down fell 10837 
points at 5,66439. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices retreated at the dose on profit 
taking after a sharp, rise in>>$aiiy trading. The Straits Times 
.Industrial .Indot. ended up 21.03 points at 1,422.34. 

BOMBAY — A : special court filled In favour of a Bombay stock 
exchange petition on unfreezing shares. The BSE Index leapt 
125.81 points to 2,804.15. 

FRANKFURT — The Dax wiped out an early dip in the last hour 
of trading to end up 7.67 at 1,618.09. 

ZURICH — Wall Street's firmer opening helped industrials 
recover losses. The SPI index rose 0.2 to 1,113.0. 

PARIS — The start of the August trading account coincided with 
a slight easing of recent pessimism to lift prices higher. The 
CAC-40 Index rose 20.73. 

LONDON — Shares languished under a doud of gloom about the 
economy. The FTSE 100 index fell 293 points to 2348.0. 
NEW YORK — Blue chips were firm in slow morning trade. The 
Dow was up 5.95 at 3,291.66 at 1550 GMT. 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates fin- 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsesskxi 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

One Sterling 1.9220/30 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1.1883/88 

Canadian dollar 

1.4840/50 

Deutscbemarks 

1.677000 

Dutch guilders 

1.3150/60 

Swiss francs 

30.76/80 

Belgian francs 

5.0100/50 

French francs 

1122/1123 

Italian lire 

127.68/73 

Japanese yen 

53890/3940 

Swedish crowns 

5.8375/8425 

Norwegian crowns 

5.7150/7200 

Danish crowns i 

One ounce of gold *358.20/358.50 



Ground floor, three bedrooms and utilities with garden and 
playground. Deluxe finishing. 

Location: Shmeisani near Rashid Tatee School and Safeway, 25 
metres before reaching the UNRWA headquarters. 

Tel: 888987 


VILLA FOR RENT 
Furnished or Unfurnished 

American-system villa, with good furniture, in a 
distinguished location overlooking the Abdoun 
area; on two streets. With telephone and large 
garden. 

Please call: 

The Jordanian Real Estate Company 
tel. 692991, fax 694976 


"Cinema 


CONCORPl 


Tel: 677420 



Building data tears down general 
belief about Amman’s growth 


Following is the Erst of a three-part article about the races t 

construction boom in Amman. 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A total of 6,290 construction permits were issued 
by the Greater Amman Municipality in 1991. This record 
number of licences will be surpassed tins year as 3,840 permits, 
or 61 per cent of the 1991 total, were issued in the first half of 
1992. 

According to new statistics prepared by the municipality, a 
total of 35,737 licences for various construction purposes were 
issued from January 1985 until the end of June 1992. The lowest 
annual volume was 3,262 licences issued in 1987. 

Showing that 10,130 permits were issued during the past 18 
months (1991 and 1992), or about 28 per cent of the total 
permits issued since 1985, the statistics reveal that construction 
was high I 11 the eastern and southern regions of Amman. 

The areas where construction was mostly performed were in 
A1 Nasr and A1 Queismeta regions, for which 3,257 and 3,165 
licences have been issued respectively since 1985. 

During the first half of 1992, A] Queismeh topped Amman's 
20 regions as a total of 436 construction licences were issued for 
that part of the capital. A1 Nasr was second as the licences issued 
to that “light industrial” section of the city totalled 402. 

A1 Queismeh was Amman's main region of construction 
during 1991 and 1990 as it led all other areas with 635 and 512 
permits respectively. A1 Nasr was the capital's major construc- 
tion area in 1989, 1988 and 1987 when 416, 523 and 306 
construction licences were given respectively. 

AJ Nasr comprises Jabal AJ Nasr, Wadi AJ Rimam and other 
sections in eastern Amman while AI Queismeh comprises AI 
RaqeCm, Abu Aianda and al Juweideh in southern Amman. 

Adjacent to the east of Al Queismeh lies another region 
called Khr eibt Al Souq where construction was strong with 410 
licences in 1986. Although the’ number declined over the next 
few years, the number of permits shot up again to 335 in 1991 


and readied 209 permits over the past six months. 

Northern Amman also underwent a remarkable construction 
activity, especially in Ha Al AC where, since 1985, a total of 
2,922 licences were given to landowners. 

Tla Al Afi, which ranked third after Al Nasr and Al Queismeh 
in the total number of licences since 1985, was in second place in 
1991, with 605 B ce n ces. Daring the first hall of 1992 only 293 
licences were given to build in Tla Al Ali. 

Construction in Sweilch, an area in northern Amman, was 
moderate as only 215 permits were issued for that zone during 
the past six months, compared to 352 permits issued during 
1991. Since 1985, construction licences for Sweileh totalled 
1,968. 

The suburbs of Abu Nseir received 14 construction permits in 
1991 (only five in the past six months) and, hence, was the 
region of lowest construction activity. However, construction in 
Shafa Badran, which is adjacent to Abu Nseir in northern 
Amman, was increasing steadily as the number of permits have 
gone up each year for that area, reaching 100 permits in 1991. 

In the past six months, 52 construction licences were issued to 
landlords in Shafa Badran. 

The centre of Amman fared well, except for the downtown 
where over the past seven years only 316 permits were 
approved. Construction licences in 1991 stood at 48, while in the 
first six months of this year only 26 licences were issued to build 
in downtown Amman. 

The Basman region, an area comprising Al Nuzha, Wadi Al 
Haddadeh, Al Qusour and northern and southern Al Hashemi, 
was given 2,814 building permits from 1985 until June 30, 1992. 

Throughout the last seven and a half years, the Basman 
region has ranked among the top five most active construction 
areas of Amman’s twenty sections. Since January of this year, 
313 permits were given to this pan of the capital. 

Construction in Bader, an area which includes Nazzal (south 
east of Amman) led all building activities in Amman from 1985 
until 1989 but, since 1990 other areas of Amman grew faster, 
pushing the Bader region down to the sixth or even seventh 
place. Bader received 338 permits in 1991 and was given 219 
permits in the past six months. 


S. Arabia 
denies 
flooding 
oil market 

NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia 
Sunday denied Iraqi accusations 
that it was flooding die interna- 
tional oil market and driving 
down prices. 

“The kingdom has nothing to 
hide or be afraid of because it 
declares its positions frankly and 
implements them without fear,” 
Saudi Oil Minister Hishara Nazer 
told the Saudi Press Agency. 

Iraqi Oil Minister Usama al 
Hiti told his government news- 
paper AJ Jumbouriyah that Saadi 
Arabia was losing about S3 mil- 
lion a day by producing too much 
oil, while the United States and 
other Western oil consumers 
were benefiting. 

Sheikh Nazer said this did not 
“match the information coming 
from the market itself’ where oil 
price stability since April proved 
supply and demand had been 
balanced. 

“This does not demonstrate an 
increase in production as the 
average price for a barrel rose 
from S1631 in March to $20.19 in 
June which refutes the Iraqi 
minister's claim,” he pointed out. 

Baghdad has been banned 
from exporting oil since its inva- 
sion of Kuwait by United Nations 
sanctions. It has so far rejected 
tough U.N. terms to resume li- 
mited oil sales to buy food and 
medicine and pay GuLf war repa- 
rations. 


Tokyo cuts discount rate 


TOKYO (R) — The Bank of 
Japan (BOJ) stepped forward 
with uncharacteristic boldness 
Monday to cut the discount rate 
half a point to 3.25 per cent to 
bolster confidence in the govern- 
ment's handling of the economy. 

Economists said the cut would 
provide an important psycholo- 
gical boost to the sagging stock 
market, but would offer the eco- 
nomy little serious stimulus. 

They said yet another cut could 
be round the corner. 

“We can’t expect the economy 
to get much of a lift from this rate 
cut,” said Masaru Takagj, chief 
economist at Fuji Research Insti- 
tute. 

Hie discount rate, the rate the 
BOJ charges private banks for 
funds, is the nation's most impor- 
tant interest rate and is widely 
considered a key indicator of 
monetary policy. 

Monday's cut was the fifth 
since July 1991, when the dis- 
count rate was six per cent, but 
the timing of this reduction was 
its most important feature. 

Economists said it came earlier 
than expected and was probably 
timed to defuse fears of the stock 
market plunging this week amid 
worsening corporate confidence. 

‘Today’s cut shows BOJ is 
taking the slowdown seriously,” 
said Geoffery Barker, economist 
at Baring Securities (Japan). 

Historically, the BOJ has 
waited as long as possible before 
lowering the discount rate. Many 
here had expected the bank to 
again wait for condostve evidence 
that the economy was sinking. 

But this time it was not so and 
the cot came weeks earlier than 


Consisting of two bedrooms utilities, with garden and 
central heating. Land area 1,000 sq.m. 

Please call tei. 834136 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

A new apartment in a new building. Ground floor, with garden 
and car parking. 3 bedrooms, one master. Completely new 
furniture and kitchen. 

Location: Al Gardens area 

Call 691884, 610409 


A furnished apartment in Shmeisani. Consists of one 
bedrooms, sitting and dining room, kitchen. Separate 
entrance and garden. 

Those interested, call 669415 


most pundits expected. 

Mr. Barker and other econom- 
ists said one reason behind the 
BQJ’s aggressiveness was a desire 
to restore faith in the govern- 
ment's handling of the economy 
which appeared to hit a low Fri- 
day. 

Tokyo stock prices tumbled on 
Friday to a six-year low for the 
second time in a week. The key 
Nikkei index dosed at 15,497.79, 
60 per cent below its all-time high 
of 38,915.87 on Dec. 29, 1989. 

Share prices ended Monday 
morning stronger bnt oft the early 
gains that came on news of the 
cut. Afternoon trade saw prices 
foil back. 

Senior policy planners, in- 
cluding Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa, met Friday night to 
discuss how to help the stock 
market but were unable to agree 
on any fresh proposals. 

Finance Minister Tsutomu 
Hata did his best to see that the 
rate cut was interpreted correct- 
ly, telling a news conference the 
share market would view the 
move positively. 

While the BOJ action might 
have aveTtfed sharp stock de- 
clines, many observers doubted if 
a half-point cat would produce 
any meaningful lift for the domes- 
tic economy. 

Hidehiro Iwaki, senior eco- 
nomist at Nomura Research Insti- 
tute, said the prospects for recov- 


ery depended on the banks which 
had cut back lending. He said 
slightly lower rates would not 
make them more willing to do so. 

Most economists expected the 
BOJ to lower rates again before 
the end of the year, if for no other 
reason than to comfort Japan's 
stock market. 

A U.S. official said Monday 
the United States welcomes the 
Bank of Japan's cut in its discount 
rate but wants Tokyo to take 
fiscal steps to boost its economy 
and ensure Japan acts as an en- 
gine for world recovery. 

“We welcome the step and 
think it will make a positive con- 
tribution to Japan's performance,” 
Assistant Secretary of the Treas- 
ury Olin Wethingfon told a news 
conference in Tokyo. 

Mr. Wethingfon was in Tokyo 
for two days of meetings, begin- 
ning Tuesday, to hammer out a 
report on progress in the structu- 
ral impediment initiative (SII) 
aimed at removing barriers to 
trade and investment and reduc- 
ing the huge trade imbalance 
between the two nations. 

Japan needed to take fiscal 
measures to stimulate its eco- 
nomy because slowdown was 
acting as a drag on imports and so 
was a key factor behind the re- 
cent surge in Japan’s current 
account surplus, Mr. Wethmgton 
said. 



CAR FOR SALE 

Volvo 740 , 1990 Model 
Full options, A/C , Auto , Etc., Low Milage . 
Contact 645771 


FOR SALE 

-Akai pickup (AP-007). Price: JD200 

- Akai reel (GX-270D). Price: JD 300 

-Two Akai speakers 100 watts each. Price: JD 150 

- Electrical typewriter. Price: JD 150. 

AD Brand New 

Please call telephone 6G5242 


For Rent or Sale 

1. High quality furnished ground floor apartment, in a very quiet 
residential area, oft Um Utheinah. With new Italian furniture, 3 
bedrooms, big salon, modem kitchen, 3 bathrooms, garage, 
central heating and telephone. 

2. Non-tumished or may be furnished second floor of a villa, 
about 270 sq.m. In AJ Rabia. Only for rent. 

For more Information, please call Al Mansoor Real 
Estate and Trading Establishment 

Tel.: 693962 - 693961. Fax: G939S3 


Teh 67557 


/ 


Shews: 1230, 330, &15, 830, 1030 

Special shows for children at 11 a.m. on Thurs- 
days, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 


Tel: 625155 


Play for me whole family 


Please can Al Mashini Theatre to arrange for special 
ances to schools and summer centres. 

Soon Abu Awad wR be performing in 

. .. TA'A U QAIMEH (CHAOS) 



AHLAN THEATRE 
Nabil and Hisham 

(former Rainbow cinema) 

“‘Aldan New World and Local 
. . Orders** ; 

\ SbOw suite it 830 p jd. / 


SALES GIRL 
REQUIRED 

Top jewellery shop in Amman seeks, a sales girl. 
English & French besides Arabic required. 

Hours 9:30-1:30 - 4:30-8:30 

Sundays afternoon & Fridays off. 

Telephone 827118 


Furnished ground floor with garden in a prominent area of 
Jabal Amman - 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, spacious 
reception, dining, maids room with bath, modem kitchen 
and a large terrace, a large water reservoir - total area 
circa 300m 2 . 

Location: 4th Circle close to Japan Embassy, facing 
entrance of Korean Embassy residential complex. 

Please call 602956 or contact personally at the 
building, 1st floor. 


Filipina Live-in Maid 
Wanted 

For Jordanian family of three adults; experience required. 
Salary depends on qualifications. 

Please call 823362 


l urnisli(‘(! Apparlinonls 
for Urn! 


Modem furniture, Deluxe building', Seperate 
central heating. Guard, lift, Telephone 
Washer & Dryer 


Yearly Rental Only Please Call: 604863 


3? &!♦ j i/.V.iJi.' St.* .•?. 
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ANC calls for trial of police 
officers over death charges 



Sarajevo calm; no new 
word from Gorazde 


JOHANNESBURG ( AP) — The 
African National Congress de- 
manded Monday that suspected 
police officers be put on trial after 
one of the country's leading 
pathologists charged that police 
routinely torture and kill sus- 
pects. 

Dr. Jonathan Giuckman trig- 
gered a major controversy by 
saying he had evidence police 
killed scores of prisoners. He said 
be had performed post-mortem 
examinations on some 200 people 
who died in police custody. 

“Ninety per cent of the people 
in these files, I am convinced, 
were killed by police.” he said. 

“I have constant evidence of 
police handling people in a vi- 
cious manner. My impression is 
they are totally out of control. 
They do what they like,” he told 
local newspaper Sunday. 

The ANC, the main black 
opposition group, demanded an 
independent investigation and 
swift action against police. 

“It is imperative that a full, 
public independent investigation 
be conducted, and the police 
officers directly and indirectly in- 
volved, as well as their station 
commanders, be brought to jus-’ 
tice,” the ANC said in a state- 


ment. 

The charges come at a time 
when the government and its 
security forces are under fire for 
alleged violations of human rights 
and" failure to stop violence in 
black townships that has claimed 
thousands of lives. 

Police Minister Hernus Kriel 
ordered an investigation into ev- 
ery death in police custody during 
the past two years. 

“The government regards 
these allegations in a very serious 
light and will do everything posa- 
ble to deal with the issue," Mr. 
Kriel said in a statement. 

Dr. Gluchman said he -went 
public after President F.W. De 
Klerk. Mr. Kriel and other top 
government leaders failed to re- 
spond to pleas for action to stop 
the alleged killings. 

Dr. Gluckmaa said Monday he 
received two telephone death 
threats. 

Anti-apartheid groups such as 
the ANC have long accused the 
police force of failing to properly 
perform their duties and of being 
unaccountable. 

Police have repeatedly denied 
accusations they instigate vio- 
lence in black townships to des- 
tabilise - the black opposition 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


9 Vietnamese massacred in Cambodia 

PHNOM PENH (R) — Nine ethnic Vietnamese, including a 
seven-day-old baby, were murdered by unidentified solders in 
Cambodia this week, U.N. officials said. Between 20 and 30 
marauding soldiers killed a father and mother and their new-born 
baby in the bakery they operated in a village near the Vietnamese 
border, east of the Cambodian town of Kampot. In the same 
village, a man and four of his nieces and nephews between the 
ages of seven and 16 were slain by the soldiers, who used guns and 
knives. The man was disembowelled in the attack, the U.N. said. 

Escobar sets new conditions 

BOGOTA, Colombia (R) — Fugitive drug lord Pablo Escobar set 
new conditions for returning to jail as Colombian politicians 
turned their attacks on President Cesar Gaviria Sunday for 
allowing him to escape. The government said in a statement it had 
received a telephone call late Saturday from “three-well-known 
citizens” whom it did not name. The intermediaries said they bad 
spoken to Escobar and “he, apparently prepared to surrender, 
demanded some conditions.” it said. However, the government 
repeated it would only accept Mr. Escobar’s unconditional 
surrender. Mr. Escobar, boss of the powerful Medellin cocaine 1 
cartel, and nine of his lieutenants escaped from jail last 
Wednesday during an uprising against a government decision to 
transfer them to a military base. 

Reagan denies violating any law 

WASHINGTON (R) — Former U.S. President Ronald Reagan, 
who according to reports may soon be indicated in connection 
with the Iran-contra scandal, has denied being a target of 
investigators and said there was no evidence he had violated any 
laws. The Washington Post reported Sunday that independent 
' counsel Lawrence Walsh would decide within 10 days whether to 
seek the indictment of Mr. Reagan and several of his closest 
advisers on the grounds they criminally conspired in 1986 to cover 
up part of the scandal. Reagan spokeswoman Catherine Goldberg 
said in a statement issued in Los Angeles the report was “false 
and unfounded." “We have been assured by the independent 
counsel that President Reagan is not a target of that investigation 
... There is no evidence that President Reagan has violated any 
law or has been anything less than completely forthcoming,” the 
statement said. 

Mass grave found in Zimbabwe mine 

HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) — A mass grave in unused 
mineshaft may contain the bodies of villagers killed by govern- 
ment troops, news reports said Monday. An unspecified number 
of skeletons, draped in rotting clothing, were unearthed last week 
by gold miners at Silo be la, 260 kilometres west of Harare, the 
reports said. In a rare display of candor on alleged atrocities by 
government soldiers, the state-controlled Herald newspaper 
carried a front-page photograph of an unidentified miner display- 
ing human remains. The paper said locals believe the skeletons 
were those of villagers who disappeared during a 5-year campaign 
waged by the government against rebels in the western Matabele- 
land province. The campaign ended in 1986. 

Burma receives Polish helicopters 

BANGKOK (R) — Burma's militapr junta has beefed up its 
arsenal with at least a dozen helicopter gunships or troop 
transporters from newly-democratic Poland, political sources 
said. The aircraft were seen being transported through the streets 
of Rangoon on July 10 and are apparently intended for use in the 
military force's battle against insurgent groups, said the sources in 
the Burmese capital, who spoke on condition of anonymity. The 
junta has built up the strength of the national army from about 
. 180,000 in 1988, when it took power by crushing a nationwide 
'pro-democracy uprising, to between 250,000 and 300,000 person- 
nel today, diplomats said. It has begun taking delivery of arms 
worth at least S500 million from neighbouring China, thought to 
include tanks, armoured personnel carriers, patrol boats, artil- 
lery, small arms and ammunition, they added. 


iprzss Jfnan&ation 


& 
Jordan Ti m oa r 


i ffnll 3 nnjifl 


Home delivery 

The Jordan Times and its sister Arabic daily Al Ra’i 
are offering a new home delivery service to different 
parts of the capital, starting first, with the areas of ! 
Shmeisani, Abdoun and Umm Utheina. 

Those who are interested in having their newspap- 
ers delivered to their homes in the morning should ! 
contact the Distribution Department, Mr. Samih Abu 
Hanieh, Extn. 247, at the Jordan Press Foundation 
between 10:00 a.m. T and 2:00 p.m. Full information 
including names, addresses and telephone numbers 
will be needed before the delivery service is provided. 


movement. 

Dr. Gluckman’s allegations fol- 
low last week's report by British 
experts that accused police of 
incompetence in handling the 
June 17 Boipatong massacre. 

The experts, asked to review 
the police handling of the Boipa- 
tong massacre that left more than 
40 blacks dead, said improper 
organisation and a lack of senior 
officers on the scene and of effec- 
tive backup forces allowed the 
massacre to be “perpetrated un- 
hindered.” 

The killings caused the ANC to 
pull out of black-white talks on 
ending white minority role, 
plunging the country into its 
worst political crisis since Mr. De 
Klerk legalised the ANC and 
launched negotiations two years 
ago. 

Meanwhile, government offi- 
cials offered rewards Sunday for 
people who turn in illegal 
firearms and explosives before a 
crackdown next month on 
weapons violators. 

The announcement by Mr. 
Kriel and Justice Minister Koine 
Coetzee said the planned crack- 
down showed the government's 
determination to halt chronic vio- 


lence in black townships. 

The African National Congress 
(ANC) has demanded govern- 
ment steps towards halting the 
violence and ending white minor- 
ity rule. 

But it appeared unlikely the 
ANC would accept the weapons 
crackdown as a significant step. It 
previously has criticised similar 
moves as an attempt to disarm its 
supporters, leaving them prey to 
alleged security force misconduct 
and attacks by the rival Inkatha 
Freedom Party. 

Under the plan announced 
Sunday, tough new laws on illegal 
use and possession of weapons 
would take effect on Aug. 1. 
Until then, the ministers said, 
people can turn in automatic 
rifles, explosives and other illegal 
weapons and received rewards of 
up to 400 rand ($140). 

Police have made several 
arrests in recent weeks of people 
possessing automatic weapons, 
ammunition and articles of police 
or military uniforms. 

“These measures, in addition 
to other initiatives, are proof of 
the government's determination 
to damp down on criminals and 
those involved in violence,” the 
statement said. 


Ramos offers to legalise 
Filipino Communist Party 


MANILA (R) — President Fidel 
Ramos Monday urged congress 
to legalise the outlawed Philip- 
pine Communist Party as a step 
towards ending South East Asia's 
longest running Marxist in- 
surgency. 

In a state of the nation address. 
Gen Ramos also said he was 
submitting to the legislature for 
its immediate approval a proc- 
lamation granting amnesty to all 
rebel groups in the country, if 
they apply for it. 

The president, who took office 
on June 30 after winning May 
elections, also called on Congress 
to restore the death penalty to 
curb what be said was a resurg- 
ence of “heinous crimes”. 

Gen. Ramos asked the legisla- 
ture to repeal a decades-old law 
banning the Communist Party 
“so that (they) wifi no longer be 
outlawed but allowed to compete 
freely, openly and peacefully in 
the political, economic and social 
arena instead of their following 
the path of armed struggle.” 

“Our goal must be to attain a 
just, comprehensive, peaceful 
and lasting resolution to the inter- 
nal armed conflict that has cost 
the nation and our people so 
dearly,” he told a joint session of 
the Senate and the House of 
Representatives. 

The nation will not make any 
economic headway for as long as 


it is racked by instability, he 
added. 

Gen. Ramos indicated his 
proposed amnesty programme 
would cover the Communist New 
People's Army (NPA), Muslim 
separatist guerrillas fighting for 
self-rule on the southern Minda- 
nao Island, and right-wing rebel 
soldiers linked to coup attempts. 

Hie NPA has been fighting for 
a Marxist state for 23 years. 

The previous government of 
Corazon Aquino also considered 
legalising the Communist Party 
— which was outlawed by Con- 
gress in the early 1950s — but 
never made any formal proposal 
to the legislature. 

Political analysts said Gen. 
Ramos's proposal was expected 
to trigger fierce debates in Con- 
gress, especially in the conserva- 
tive House of Representatives. 

“Peace is a process. And we 
must all join bWls to bind and 
heal the conflicts that have so 
long divided and held us back,” 
Gen. Ramos said. 

He said he had ordered his 
security and legal advisers to re- 
view the cases of jailed rebels and 
recommend to him who could be 
pardoned or released to help cre- 
ate “a dnnate for national unity.” 

“Today we are one of a few 
countries burdened with the com- 
bined weight of Communist in- 
surgency and other rebellions,” 
Gen. Ramos said. 


British cabinet minister 
toughs out sex scandal 


LONDON (R) — National Herit- 
age Minister David Mellor was 
firmly behind bis desk Monday 
having survived a week of scandal 
over an alleged affair with a 
glamorous haif-Spamsh actress. 

Racy tabloid newspapers pro- 
vided lurid revelations about Mr. 
Mellor's relationship with 31- 
year-old Antonia De Sancha then 
clashed with the government of 
conservative Prime Minister John 
Major by calling for Mr. Mellor’s 
resignation. 

“Mr. Mellor will be at his desk 
this afternoon,” said a spokes- 
man for Mr. Mellor at his minis- 
try, which is responsible for arts, 
sports and the media. 

“He will be going to Barcelona 
(for the Olympics) on Thursday,” 
the spokesman added. 

There were no fresh disclosures 
in the tabloid press over the 
weekend about Mr. Mellor, 43, 


who spent time with his wife and 
two children. By Monday an un- 
easy truce seemed to have been 
called between the government 
and newspaper editors. 

“Mellor off the hook,” was the 
headline of the top-selling Sun 
daily newspaper commenting on 
the fete of cue of the few British 
political figures to survive a sex 
scandal. 

“Mellor rides out storm,” said 
the Independent 

One of Mr. Mellor's colleagues 
said: “He seems to have toughed • 
it out. The worst must be over 
now.” 

. A tabloid newspaper revealed 
transcripts of bugged telephone 
conversations between Mr. Mel- 
lor and Ms De Sancha a week 
ago. Since then newspapers have 
published photos of Ms De San- 
cha bare-breasted and simulating 
sex in a film. 



Kffchf Miyazawa . 

Miyazawa 
rules out 
reshuffle, 
coalition 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Minister 
Krichi Miyazawa Monday prom- 
ised a special parliamentary ses- 
sion to debate electoral reform 
after apathetic Japanese stayed 
away in record numbers from 
Sunday's nationwide polls. 

Mr. Miyazawa, buoyed by his 
party’s better-tban-expected 
showing in the elections, also 
ruled out an early cabinet reshuf- 
fle or a formal coalition with 
centrist allies. 

The Libera] Democratic Party 
(LDP), in power since 1955, won 
68 of the 127 seats at stake in the 
partial upper house polls. 

The party, which controls the 
more powerful lower bouse of 
parliament, exceeded its target of 
64 but failed to regain its majority 
in the upper house which it lost 
three years ago. 

Only by wooing centrist allies 
can Mr. Miyazawa hope to get 
bills through the upper house, 
which has the power to delay all 
legislation apart from the budget. 

“I think we’re going to see 


SARAJEVO (AP) — The com- 
mander of U.N. peacekeeping 
forces arrived Monday in 
Sarajevo, while Bosnia’s warring 
factions were meeting in London 
for new talks aimed at ending the 
bitter war raging across the re- 
public. 

Sarajevo was calmer, but there 
was no new word from Gorazde, 
70 kilometres (40 mfles) south 
east, where many were reported 
starving as a Serb siege neared its 
90th day. 

' Belgrade-based Tan jug News 
Agency reported that a Serbian 
delegation had departed for die 
London talks to be held under the 
European Community’s special 
envoy. Lord Carrington. 

Bosnian President AKja Izetbe- 
govic has said his government 
would attend but not negotiate 
because new talks made no sense 
unless previous agreements were 
honoured. 

Previous rounds of talks have 
achieved little progress in ending 
the war that began after Bosnia’s 
Muslim and Croats voted on Feb. 
29 for independence from Serb- 
dominated Yugoslavia. 

Sarajevo, the Bosnian capital, 
was relatively quiet over the 
weekend and again Monday. 
Some shelling of the old town was 
reported overnight, ami fighting 
was reported in die suburb of 
Dobrinja near die airport 

Still, streets appeared livelier 
than they had in weeks. More 
buses were running and. more 
people were outside. Sarajevo 
residents still were hmryrag 
through intersections to avoid 
snipers, but not as fast as they 
have in past months' of fighting. 

The U.N. commander of 
peacekeeping forces in Yugosla- 
via, Gen. Satish Nambiar, arrived 
Monday in Sarajevo for talks with 
the waning factions. 

Asked about the attitude of die 
warring Serbs, Muslims and 
Croats, he said: “There is so 
much that can be done, but I 
don't think it is being done. Like 
a ceasefire, for instance.” 

“Well keep trying,” he said. 

In Gorazde, there was no new 
word of the fete of an estimated 


more cooperation with opposi- OI ™ esumaieo 

tion parties on policy matters and' 70,000 residents and refugees 


in passing legislation," Mr. 
Miyazawa told a news confer- 
i ence. “Before we think of a 
formal coalition, we need to cre- 
ate a base of stronger ties.” 

| Mr. Miyazawa, whose nine- 
month-old government has been 
bolstered by the election win, 

! ruled out an immediate cabinet 
reshuffle but left his options open 
for the autumn. 

“I have a good cabinet now, 
capable of teamwork,” be said. 
“But some LDP party posts are 
due to end (in October) and TB 
have to think about what I’ll do 
then." 

Science and Technology Minis- 
ter Kanzo Tanigawa did not seek 
reelection in Sunday's race but 
Mr. Miyazawa said he planned to 
ask him to stay on in his post. 

The prime minister outlined 
two priorities for parliament m 
the coming months — overhaul- 
ing the electoral system and sti- 
mulating sluggish economic 
growth The Bank of Japan Mon- 
day cut the discount rate to 3.25 
per cenY from 3.75. 

News reports said afterwards 
that the LDP planned to convene 
a brief special session oh Aug. 7 
before recessing until late 
September. 

“We’ve got to work on a sup- 
plementary budget for our econo- 
mic pump-priming package and 
then there’s political reform,” 
Mr. Miyazawa said. 

Just two days before the elec- 
tion, share prices on the Tokyo 
Stock Exchange slumped to a 
six-year low, prompting Mr. 
Miyazawa to announce that Ins 
government would introduce 
additional economic stimulation 
by mid-September. 

“I'd say that (the economic 
situation) was looking bright,” be 
told the news conference. 


from surrounding regions who 
were reported dose to starvation. 

A U.N. relief convoy failed the 
breach the siege Friday and re- 
turned to Sarajevo after two vehi- 
cles?: hit mines. £ . 

'Croatian Radio, citing Bosnian 
government officials, said Sunday 
that SO people — including 10 in 
Sarajevo — died across the re- 
public in the last 24 boms, and 
130 were wounded. 


In Germany, more than 2,500 
refugees from the Balkan fighting 
— mostly women, children and 
elderly Muslims from Bosnia.- 
Hercegovina — arrived at the 
west German town of Unna- 
They rode three Red Crossr-char- 
tercd trains which picked them up 

in Kaxiovac, Croatia. 

They were the first among 

5.000 refugees Germany agreed 
last week to accept. More than 

200.000 refugees from the war in 
former Yugoslavia are already in 
Germany. 

About 300 other refugees were 
stranded on the border between 
Croatia and Slovenia, with 
Slovenia refusing their buses en- 
try, said Serbian news reports. 

U.N. officials in Sarajevo said 
a French contingent of 282 sol- 
diers and 44 medical personnel 
was en route Sunday to Sarajevo 
from Belgrade, the Serbian and 
Yugoslav capital. French, Ukrai- 
nian and Egyptian troops in the 
next few days are to relieve Cana- 
dians as U.N. peacekeepers to 
keep the airport open for relief 
flights. 

Hardest hit Saturday night and 
early Sunday in Sarajevo 
appeared to be Dobrinja. Bos- 
nia’s Muslim-controlled BH news 
agency raid that Serbs pounded 
the suburb near the airport in 
“one of their worst artillery 
attacks" during the fighting. 

Bosnian officials in the capital 
said that at one point overnight, 
one shell was landing every 10 
minutes in the city’s northern 
section of Kosevo. 

In Mo star, .about IPO 
kilometres (60 miles) to the 
southwest, Bosnian officials said 
one person was killed by Serb 
artillery fire. 

And in Pale, about 20 
kilometres (10 utiles) east of 
Sarajevo, Bosnian Serb leaders 
opposed to die republic’s inde- 
pendence formalised the borders 
of their self-proclaimed Serbian 
Republic of Bosnia-Hexzegovina. 

In London, a Bosnian Serb 
leader said Monday that he is not 
optimistic about peace talks 
scheduled to resume here 
Monday. 

“We stfll do have hopes that 
Britain's diplomacy is going to 
succeed to help us to find a 
political solution to our crisis,” 
Serb leader Radovan Karadzic 
told a new con fe rence. 

“Unfortunately we don’t know 
whether they (the Muslim tide) 
take these talks seriously or not.” 

Bosnian Foreign Minister 
Haris Silajdzic and Croat leader 
Mate Boban were also expected 
in London for the negotiations. 



Russian-French crew 
heads for Mir station 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soyuz 
TM-15 spacecraft with two Rus- 
sians and a French researcher on 
board blasted off from Kazakh- 
stan’s Baikonur Cosmodrome 
Monday on a -mission to the Nfir 

orbital space station. 

% 

Among flic cosmonauts’ plan- 
ned tasks was the removal of the 
defunct hammer-and- sickle, flag 
from the space station’s mast — a 
final blow to what was once a 
proud Soviet space programme. 

Live television showed a per- 
fect liftoff at 10:09 a.m. Moscow 
time (0609 GMT) from die step- 
pes of Kazakhstan, home to much 
of the once-mighty Soviet space 
programme. 

The spacecraft was scheduled 
to link up with the Mir station, in 
operation since 1986 but badly in 
need of new equipment, on Jnly 
29. 

Russian cosmonauts Anatoly 
Solovyov, a 44-year space veter- 
an, and Sergei Avdeyev, 36, trill 
deploy new equipment to help 
keep the station aloft. They are to 
remain on board until next 


January. 

Frenchman Michel Tognini, 
42, trained at die Baikonur space 
complex, will return next month 
after completing experiments. 

Russian Television said the 
mission was to include, a lengthy 
spacewalk, in part to remove the 
mothballed ‘Soviet hammer-and- 
sddefog from one of the space 
station's masts. 

It said the crew was also to 
install “something more practic- 
al” in its place — an engine. 
Other tasks include tests of radia- 
tion levels inside Mir. 

Space officials had feared the 
station might have to be aban- 
doned as equipment ages and its 
orbit brings it doser to Earth’s 
atmosphere. 

JBut a recent agreement by 
leaders of die Commonwealth of 
Independent States to release 
foods for Mir could ensure its 
future. 

The Mir station is currently 
manned by • Alexander Vik- 
torenko and Alexander Kaleri 
who left Earth late last-year. 


Government offers Clinton briefing on Iraq; Quayle hangs on 


SEATTLE (AP) — Democratic 
presidential nominee Bill Clin ton 
said Sunday that government offi- 
cials offered him a national secur- 
ity briefing on Iraq. 

“Well try to set it up but I 
think all of us know what the facts 
are in die Iraq situation, " Mr. 
Clinton said as he beaded out of 
church La Seattle amid a four-day 
swing to die west coast. 

President George Bush spent 
the weekend huddled with advis- 
ers to discuss the Iraqi dispute, 
which appeared to be resolved 
when U.N. and Iraqi officials 
announced Sunday that U.N. in- 
spectors would be allowed to 
I inspect facilities in Baghdad. 

Meanwhile, Vice President 
Dan Quayle said he will not 
, relinquish his spot oa the Repub- 
lican ticket and the question is a 
“dosed issue.” 

“The president has never wa- 
vered on tins issue, in public or in 
private. The only people who are 
bringing this up are my oppo- 
nents and the media." Mr. 
Quayle said after a speech to 


3,700 people at a Protestant 
Church in Alabama. 

Mr. Quayle has been criticised 
for frequent gaffes, and the 
majority of Americans say he 
should be dropped from the 
ticket. 

Mr. Clinton said be supported 
President Bush's handling of the 
Iraqi crisis and agreed with the 
threatened air strikes against Iraq 
unless it abided by ceasefire re- 
solutions requiring inspection of 
Baghdad's war-making machine. 

“If the facts as reported are 
accurate, then he’s doing, in my 
judgement, what 1ms to be done. 
We have to insist that the cease- 
fire agreement is honoured,” Mr. 
Clinton said. 

The Arkansas governor was 
heading to California, the na- 
tion's most-populous state, which 
could be crudal to his chances in 
the fell. 

Mr. Clinton has been leading 
Mr. Bush by a 2-1 margin in 
public opinion polls, but most 
analysts expect the margin to 
narrow by November. 


As Mr. Bush has slumped in 
the polls, rumours have 
abounded that Secretary of State 
James Baker would resign as 
secretary of state to ran the Bush 
reelection effort. 

But his top deputy insisted that 
Mr. Baker would remain at his 
job “for some time to come.” 

“I will wager you that, for 
some time to come, I win be the 
deputy secretary of state and Jim 
Baker will be die- secretary,”. 
Lawrence Hagleburger said in an 
interview with the U.S.-based 
ABC Broadcasting Network. 

“I happen to believe that Jim 
Baker will stay as secretary of 
state for some long period of time 
to come, and the Middle East is 
one obvious reason for that,” Mr. 
Eagleburger said. 

“All of this speculation, which 
Jim has himself tried to put to rest 
on this trip, I think is a bunch of 
nonsense,” he said. 

Mr. Clinton’s trip to the west 
c 9 ast has mirrored last week's 
eight-state bus trip following the 
Democratic national convention. 


with a message of people-first, 
economics and the need for 
change. 

Mr. Clinton was shouted down 
by a loud anti-abortion activist as 
be beaded into a Baptist Church 
in Seattle. 

.“Hypocrite” the man yelled at 
Clinton, who ignored him. “You 
call yourself a Christian.,, but 
you ray you can kill living tissue. ” 

In a rare moment, Mr. Gmfon 
ap pe are d stumped during a late- 
night televised talk show in Seat- 
tle Saturday when a man asked 
him if he supported doctor- 
assisted suicide. Mr. Clinton, 
who is known for Ins love of 
thoughtful discussions of issues, 
sat there for a moment. 

“I don't know,” Mr- Clinton 
said, asking die man fm the facts 
of his wife’s case, who had 
Alzheimer’s disease and commit- 
ted suicide with the help of Dr. 
Jack Kevorkian. 

“Her mind was everything... 


man, who was linked up by satel- 
lite from Portland, Oregon. 

“I don't know that I agree with 
you,” Mr. Clinton said, hesitating 
a bit and adding that he’d had an 
aunt and unde who both had 
Alzheimer’s. 

“It’s a very tough question,” 
Mr. Ointon said. “I thmir under 
certain circumstances, taking 
people off life supports when 
they’re totally unconscious and 
they only have 4$ hours- of brea- 
thing left may be different' than 
helping people: commit suicide 
when they’re fiitty aware and 
conscious. I don't drink I support 

In Birmingham, Alabama, 
Mr. Quayle said be is proving 
wrong critics who ray he never 
should have raised the issue of 
family values. 

“Let us recommit our nation to 
baric values so we can remain 
strong... Many of onr critics say 
we never should have raised the 


thank heavens for Dr. Jack_ issue of values. As usual my 
Kevorkian, so she could exit with* critics were wrong,” the ’ vice 
dignity and humanely,” said die president said. - . . 


Tiresome vandal 
hounded out 'of town 

SYDNEY (R) — Angry residents 
in a Sydney suburb set up covert 
surveillance to catch a gang they 
believed responsible for punctur- 
ing tyres on about 30 cam parked 
in their street. But captured in 
the act on video was a voracious 
Australian cattle dog sinking its 
teeth into the rubber, a police 
spokesman said Friday. Its own- 
ers have now banished their dis- 
graced pet to the country. Police 
had sent extra police to patrol the 
street in Sydney's northern sub- 
urbs in a bid to catch the “van- 
dals" after a string of complaints, 
the spokesman added. 

Pakistan to protect 
bustard from Arab 
sheikhs 

KARACHI. (R) — Pakistani au- 
thorities said Sunday they were 
p lannin g to protect the migratory 
Houbara bustard from Arab 
Sheikhs visiting the country for 
hunting. A spokesman for the 
National Council for Conserva- 
tion of Wildlife said a summary 
suggesting a complete ban on the 
hunting of the rare bird had been 
sent to Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif. A ban on Bustard hunting 
by Pakistanis is already in force 
but visitors from the Gulf get 
special hunting permits from the 
federal government. Bustard 
trapping is punishable with a fine 
of up to $400 per bird. Some bird 
keepers claim bustard’s meat 
stimulates sex. Tanvir Arif, presi- 
dent of the non-governmental 
Society for Conversation and 
Protection of Environment 
(SCOPE), said the society had 
filed a writ petition m the Sind 
High Court in Karachi challeng- 
ing tiie government’s practice of 
allowing influential visitors from 
die Gulf to hunt the bird, which 
comes to Pakistan from Central 
Asia in winter. 

‘Pregnant women 
not at risk 
from VDUs’ 

LONDON (R) — Working with 
visual display units (VDUS) does 
not'ifl^fcase the chances of mis- 
carriage for pregnant women, 
Britahrc health and safety execu- 
tive reported Sunday. “The re- 
sults of this new British study are 
reassuring and bade up the earlier 
studies abroad.” Dr. Colin 
MacKay, chief ergonomist at the 
agency, said in a statement. “It 
shows that pregnant women who 
work, even habitually, at VDUS 
are not at increased risk of mis- 
carriage.” Dr. MacKay said 450 
women took part m the study, 
results of which are published in 
the British Journal of Industrial 
Medicine. The statement gave no 
details of the study. 

Mount athos monks 
set to ban all 
visitors in tax row 

ATHENS (R) — The all-male 
monastic community of Mount 
Athos,. which already bans 
women, threatened to exdude 
men, too, in a tax row. Hie 
monks said they would dose their 
doors to thousands of Greek and 
foreign (male) viators if the state 
taxed its property. The Mount 
Athos leadership said in a letter 
to Greek Prime Minister Con- 
stantine Mitsotakis that it would 
not accept guests as of Aug. 10 
unless he intervened to exempt 
their property from taxes. Hie 
letter says the monks’ requests 
were ignored by government 
ministers and “instead of praying 
in Mount Athos we wander in 
vain m ministerial corridors and 
the antechambers of the deaf.” 
The Greek constitution grants the 
20 medieval monasteries on the 
green northern peninsula the 
right to self-government Tax or 
not- tax, women are. not allowed 
to set. foot on Mount Athos. 

Vanuatu Joins 
television age 

FORT VILA, Vanuatu (AP) — 
People crowded around televi- 
sion sets m this tiny Pacific Island 
nation Sunday to watch the open- 
ing of more than the Olympic 
Gaines. It was the debut of televi- 
rion itself in. Vanuatu. At 
gatbernmgs in villages or around 
applia nce shop windows in the 
capital. Port Vila, Vanuatu resi- 
dents entered the television age 
watching a five broadcast of the 
Barcelona Games, die first prog- 
ramme broadcast by the state- 
owned TV network. Formerly 
known as die' New Hebrides, 
Va n uatu has a pop ulatio n of 

165,000 scattered over 83 islands. 
Twelve years ago, it won inde- 
pendence from joint administra- 
tion • by Britian 'and France. 
Vanuatu has two radio stations 
but no daily newspaper. Initially, 
TV programming will ' be .avail- 
able only on the most populous 
viand, Efete. Most of Vanuatu’s 
islands do not have electricity. 
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